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MRS. STANTON'S ADDRESS.

I sEOULD feel exceedingly diffident to appear before you at this
time, having never before spoken in public, were I not nerved by a
sense of right and duty, did I not feel the time had fully come for
the question of woman’s wrongs to be laid before the publie, did I not
believe that woman herself must do this work ; for woman alone can
understand the height, the depth, the length, and the breadth of
her own degradation. Man cannotspeak for her, hecause he has been
edicated to believe that she differs from him so macerially, that he
cannot judge of her thoughts, feelings, and opinions by his own. Mo-
ral beings can only judge of others by themselves, The moment they
assume a different nature for any of their own kind, they utterly
fail. The drunkard was hopelessly lost until it was discovered that
he was governed by the same laws of mind as the sober man, Then
with what magic power, by kindness and love, was he raised from the
slough of despond and placed rejoicing on high land. :

T.et a man once settle the question that a woman does not think and
feel like himself, and he may as well undertake to judge of the amount
of intellect and sensation of any of the animal creation as of woman’s
pature, He can know but little with certainty, and that but by ob-
gervation,

Among the many important questions which have been brought
before the public, there is none that more vitally affects the whole
human family than that which is technically called Woman's Rights.
Every allusion to the degraded and inferior position oceupied by wo-
men all over the world has been met by scorn and abuse. From the

‘man of highest mental cultivation to the most degraded wretch who

staggers in the streets do we meet ridicule, and coarse jests, freely be-
stowed upon those who dare assert that woman stands by the side of
man, his equal, placed here by her God, to enjoy with him the beauti-
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8 The world has never yet seen a truly great and virtuous nation, be-
cause in the degradation of woman the very fountains of life are

3 poisoned ab their source. It is'vain to look for silver and gold from

& mines of copper and lead. It is the wfse mother that has the wise
" gon. So long as your women are slaves you may throw your colleges
~ and churches to the winds. You can’t have scholars and saints so
~ Jong as your mothersare ground to powder between the upper and
" nether millstone of tyranny and lust. How seldom, now, is a father’s
i,',"pride gratified, his fond hopes realized, in the budding genius of hig
" son. The wife is degraded, made the mere creature of caprice, and
the foolish son 18 heaviness to his heart. Truly are the sins of the
- fathers visited upon the chilaren to the third and fourth generation.
_‘! God, in his wisdom, has go linked the whole human family together,
* that any violence done at one end of the chain is felt throughous its
~ length, and here, too, is the law of vestoration, as in woman all have
~ fallen, so in her elevation shall the race be recreated. ¢ Voices”
~ were the visitors and advisersof Joan of Are. Do not ¢ voices” come
ttO us daily from the haunts of poverty, sorrow, degradation and de-
Tj'fapa.ir, already too long unheeded. Now is the time for the wormen of
.~ this country, if they would save our free institutions, to defend the
~ right, to buckle on the armor that can best resist the keenest weapons
- of theenemy—contempt and vidicule, The same religious enthusiasm
- that nerved Joan of Arc to her work nerves us to ours. In every
~ generation God calls some men and women for the utterance of truth,
- wheroic action, and our work to-day is the fulfilling of what has long
- since been foretold by the Prophet—Joel, I1., xxviii : ““And it shall
eoma to pass afterward, that £ will pour oub my spirit upon all flesh,
- tnd your sonsand your daughters shall prophecy.” We'do not ex-
- pect our path will be strown with the flowers of popular applause,
- but over tho thorns of bigotry and prejudice will bo our way, and on
- our bapners will beat the dark storm-clouds of opposition from those
- Who haye entrenched themselves behind the stormy bulwarks of ous-
fom and authority, and who have fortified their position by every
- moans, holy and unholy. But we will steadfastly abide the result.
_;‘UFMVad we will bear it aloft. Undauntedly we will unfurl it to the
gale, for wo know that the storm cannot rend from it a shred, that
‘-1:, electric flash will but more clearly show to us the glorious words
.Mbod upon it, *“Equality of Rights,”

Then fear not thou to wind thy horn,
Though elf ana gnome thy courage scorn,
E . Ask for the Castie’s King and Queen,
B ‘Though rabble rout may rush between,
Beat thoe senseless to the ground
And in the dark beset thee round,
Persist to ask and it will come ;
Beek not for rest in humbler home,
Bo shalt thou see what few have seen;
The palace home of King and Queen.
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