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4]l the characrets represented i this book
: are purely imagnar).

AUTHOR’S FORENOTE

Turs stoty, which is now being published for the
first time, and in which I have permitted myself a
brief excursion into the realms of the fantastic, was
written in July 1926, shortly before I definitely
decided to write my setious study of congenital
sexual inversion, The Well of Loneliness.

Although Miss Ogilvy is a very different petson
from Stephen Gordon, yet those who have read
The Well of Loneliness will find in the eatlier part of
this story the nucleus of those sections of my novel
which deal with Stephen Gordon’s childhood and
gitlhood, and with the noble and selfless wotk done
by hundreds of sexually inverted women during
the Great War.




Coming shortly

Thelma Svane

by
FLORA SANDSTROM

In her first novel—Let Me Go—Flora Sandstrom
wrote a witty commentary on London’s social
scene. Now she has set her plot in the remote up-

country region of Sweden.

Thelma Svane is the story of Thelma Erlsen, a
gentle and enchanting creature, whose struggle
against misunderstanding and primitive obstinacy

1s most sympathetically described.

In Justerhamm, the village where the drama takes
place, the civilising influences of the twentieth
century have scarcely penetrated. The inhabi-
tants still dread the elemental spirits who sur-
round them. They still listen to the trolls; and
they still hear the mysterious Skogsra whispering
in the pine forests. With considerable dramatic
power Miss Sandstrom has presented the conflict
between rationalism and prehistoric superstition.
Since writing her first novel her range has greatly
increased, her characters have more depth; her
dialogue has more point. Thelma Svane could
only have been written by.a woman of great in-

sight and imagination.

75.6d. net
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A long story The Lover of Things, and four
shorter ones, go to make up this volume. Of
this Miss Ogilvy Finds Herself is “a brief ex-
cursion into the realms of the fantastic.” This
description is too modest, we think. Fantasy
has no part in the realm of vivid historical
imagination. The picture of Miss Ogilvy on
the occasion of the disbanding of her very
successful Unit attached to the French Army, 1s
contrasted with another picture a very long
time ago when even the air was young, long
before Miss Ogilvy had been packed in the
wrong box and sent into this world. Miss
Ogilvy’s prehistorical past is described with
objective power, it is a former experience, not
a dream.

Miss Ogiloy is the only story of its kind. The
others, though equally objective (except The
Rest Cure, a shrewd glimpse of ultimate
sanity seen through the eyes of a man who
pays the inevitable price) are very diverse.
Many will prefer the short novel The Lover of
Things, the story of a man to whom “collector’s
pieces” are so alive as to be almost articulate.
With compelling economy the author describes
Henry’s career from the prison-house of poverty
to another prison, how he earned for himsel?,
meanwhile, in the perfect freedom of the loven
of beauty, a happiness which to sustain was
too much for his character. This story, itself
a model of workmanship, does more than the
author perhaps intends; for the reader event-
ually wonders whether the lure of unlawful
possession would have betrayed Henry 'in
happier circumstances.

Fraulein Schwartz is the story of a German
woman in “Raymond’s Private Hotel” during
the War. Friulein Schwartz surrounded by
hatred, squanders her love on a kitten. Not
a word of this echo of war-time mentality
can be doubted or denied, it is devastatingly
complete and quite unanswerable in all that
it implies. Upon the Mountains is an account
Olf' S.vo people’s struggle for the love of a
third.

Which is the best of these stories? That is
the reader’s business, not ours; but we can
truthfully say that Miss Radclyffe Hall has
found herself in all five.
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New Novels

A WARNING TO WANTONS

.‘[ﬂf:.‘ Mirchel

75.04. nel

BLOODY MARY'S
Geoffrey Dennis

75.6d. net

NIGHT SHIFT
Richard Blaker
7s. 6d. met
THE CONVENIENT
MARRIAGE
Georgette Heyer
73 6d. net
SARA ALONE
N. S. Laitch
71.6d. net

IT°S A BATTLEFIELD
Graham Greene
7. 6d. net
THE PEACEMAKER
C. S. Forester
:‘\. (\‘f‘ net
ITS SILLY FACE
Nikolat Gubsky

75, h.;'.
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