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PREFACE

TO THE ENGLISH EDITION.

? ?

W E shall not imitate the invidious example of some aur

thors, who think it necessary to destroy the edifices of
others, in order to clear the way for their own. We have

no pecukar system to support, and, consequently, we have

no temptation to attack the theories of others ; and we have

chosen the title of Practical Education, to point out that
we rely entirely upon practice and experience.

To make any progress in the art o f education, i t must
be patiently reduced to an experimental science: we are

fu l l y sensible of the extent and difficulty of this undertak-
ing, and we have not the arrogance to imagine, that we

_ have made any considerable progress in a work, which the
labors of many generations may, perhaps, be insufficient
to complete; but we lay before the public the result of our
experiments, and in many instances the experiments.them-
selves. In pursuing this part o f our plan, we have some-

times descendedfrom that elevation of style, which the rea-

der might expect in a quarto volume; we have frequently
been obliged to recordfacts concerning children which may
seem trifling, and to enter into a minuteness of detail which
may appear unnecessary.. No anecdotes, however, have, .
been admitted without due deliberation; nothing has been.
introduced to gratify the idle curiosity o f others, or to in- we

dulge.our own feelings of domestic partiahty. oe.

In what we have written upon the rudiments of science,

we have pursued an opposite p lan ; sof a r f r o m at tempt ing
? t9
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