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Mnu. S. HerBerT rose and said,—Sir, the charges which have
been brought against the Government to-night are of a character
so serious that I hope the House will grant me their attention
while I endeavour to give an answer to the statements of the right
honourable gentleman the member for Droitwich, and to offer
that explanation of the course of the Government which he claimed
it as a right—and justly elaimed it, as a member of Parliament—
to exact from them. That explanation I will endeavour to give
by a plain and straightforward narrative of the events in this war
as they oceurred, so far as they came under the direction of the
Government ; and the House of Commons must then judge
whether, when they have considered the past conduct of the
Government in the prosecution of the war, the Government are
entitled to ask for further powers and further assistance for the
purpose of carrying it out with vigour. Sir, the charges, as I
understand them, which have been made by the right honourable
baronet are many in number. He states that the army was ori-
ginally sent out by the Government without any distinet plan or
intention ; that when, at last, the Government resolved upon a
plan, it was not such a plan as was justifiable, considering the
forces at their command, and the information they possessed of the
power and strength of the enemy they were about to attack. The
right honourable gentleman says further, that the army was too
small for its object ; that that army was not a well-appointed, but
an ill-appointed army ; and he quoted instances in which it had
suffered in its efficiency from the want of due preparation on the
part of the Government. He says, also, that that army was sent
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