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48 The Sanitary Condition of the Army.

caril, assume that a good sanitary system based on the relorosspecified in this article, reduces the sickness and mortality by womore than one-fifth; and assume that the loss of a trained"efficient soldier onn be made good for 50k, which is just half theamount of estimate of the cost of a recruit, enlisted, fed, clothed,drilled, in short, converted into a trained soldier, and transportalto the regiment to which he belongs, and the country at oncegains an annual saving of a quarter of a million, and this in avery low estimate of the ultimate saving when the measares shallhave come into full operation.

But there are other and higher motives for immedinte and

nothing is done, brings into the service fresh bnthus of young
energetic action. Every month that is allowed to pass while

men to whom are entrusted duties for which they have received

turn by disaster what they have learned from no teacher at home,
no previous preparation. They are sent out to be taught in thót

Their experience will again be acquired at the expense of thesoldier, whose life and health are in their hands. If there be war,

fresh sufferings and fresh disasters will again lower our reputation
as a military nation, and pro tanto deprive us of the security

which rests on military reputation.Every day's delay, thereforo,is a loss, While these plans, matured by practised and experienced

hands, are being bandied from branch to branch in the cumbrous
consolidation of the War Office, not only are the evils complainel
of unarrested, but the seeds are being sown for their long con.

Delay then is not only a loss but a sin, and one which
we trust that the country will not long allow our rulers to commit.
The army of England deserves better treatment at our hands.
Its officers and its men are of the finest material which the

world can show. They have undergone much unnecessary suffer-
ing, and been exposed to much unnecessary difficulty; but they
have endured those sufferings, and overcome those difficulties,
with a patience and a courage which have never failed. It re-
mains for us to give them the organization and the skill which
shall utilize those great qualities to the utmost, and constitute our
army a machine perfect for its purpose. Then we may rest
assured, that while so defended, neither envy of our prosperity,
nor hatred of our freedom, will induce any nation to risk aggres-
sion or court a contest with us.

THE END.
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