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SANITARY CONDITION OF THE ARMY.*

their long struggles for freedom, the people have found how
important it is that they, as we 1l as the Sovereign, should ]m\.'c,- )
hand on the hilt of the sword of state. Even when the relations
of the governor and the governed have been at the best, the latter
seem never to have lost sight of possible contingencies, and took
eare that, in case of recourse to the ultima ratio; no danger
should arige from any incautions confidence in quiet times. A
large home military “force, maintained irrespective of foreign
enemies or foreign apprehensions, imbued with « thoroughly
military spirit, and_animated by a devotion to their colours, in
which the sense of citizenship is altogether lost, is what we never
have seen in this country, and ]Jlnbuh]_\' never shall. We have
maintained large armies abroad, in foreign wars—large armies at
home, to resist apprebended invasion—but the former were not
standing armies, for they ceased to stand from the moment that
peace was attained ; and the latter were composed chiefly of
militin, who have always claimed to be the pll)]llm(‘lltlll\’ or
people’s army. It is true that this distinction isa good deal lost,
wznpl\ because the Queen's army—voted by ]sm]l.uuvni paid by
parlinment, disciplined, distributed, and “mt‘lnull by ministers
responsible to parlinment—has lost its character as the personal
instrument of the Crown, and has accordingly ceased to give
gronnd for jealousy or apprehension on the part of the people.
We still object to large armies, but on other grounds. Of our
two great services, the navy is the popular one. As islanders, our
first and best defence must always be on the water. It is not till
that line is broken through (and woe betide the day!) that our
safety can depend on trained battalions. Again, it is by sea only

F NGLAND has always been jealous of standing armies. In
A

A Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire info the Regulations
{,‘//11‘!’11.‘{/ the Sanitary Condition of lhe Army, the Organization of Military
Hospitals, and the Trealment of the Sick and Wounded, with Fridence and
Appendiz.  (Presenfed fo both Houses of Parliament by command of Her
Majesty.) London. 1838.
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cavil, assume that a good sanitary Systom bagg,

specified in this article, reduces the S1cknpgg fng ::n the r
more than one-fifth; and nssume t‘hut the logg nfmrt““tyo]n’hh.
efficient soldier can be made good for 50y, Whicj, ; 3 Mingq” o
amount of estimate of the cost of n recrujg, enlig ~;7Jljht| g
drilled, in short, converted into a trained h“"“‘—'h ing ¢, logy th
to the regiment to \\'hu-h.he hvlungs,l and gy, cop try, rlr‘!':l,
gains an annual saving nf.u qunrf,cr_ of g ”'”“‘)n, "n‘lry nf o |
very low estimate of the ul'tzmutu SaVIng whey the p, 'll thig lts
have come into full operation, i

But there are other and higher motives foy. Meg;

energetic action. Em-:.' month thup 15 alloweq pln‘ﬂ"fe i
nothing is done, brings into thq service ﬁ"eah ]mt;(ghuﬂ 01‘8 W,
men to whom are entrustu(! duties for which they hay, r,.y".“ﬂg
no previous preparation. I hey are sent out to be tangp, iﬁcmed
turn by disaster what they have h'm'nuﬂ from np teachg, at } o
Their 'expm'ience will again be pcqnn'lcd at the EXpeng,
soldier, whose life and honIFh are in .then- i_mnds. It therg
fresh sufferings and fresh disasters will again lower ot
as a military nation, and pro tanto flepl'lVB Us of the So0q oy
which rests on military reputation. Every lifnys deln)-, thErefmy
isa loss. While these plans, matured by practised and exp, 'enzm’
hands, are being bandied from branch to branch ip the ¢y b;ood
consolidation of the War Office, not only are the evils gop, m_nua
of unarrested, but the seeds are being sown l"r)_l‘ their Jop, .t
tinuance. Delay then is not only a loss but a SIn, and gp,
we trust that the country will not long allow our rujeps to
The army of England “deserves betior treatment at oy andy
Its officers and its men are of the finest materig] which the
world can show. They have undergone much unnecessary Siiffey.
ing, and been exposed to much unnecessary dJﬂ'icuIty; but t},
have endured those sufferings, and overcome those difficu]tjeg
with a patience and g courage which have nevey failed, ¢ Te.
mains for us to give them the organization and the skill which
shall utilize those great qualities to the utmost, and constity
army a machine perfect for its purpose. Then e ma
assured, that while so defended, neither eny
nor hatred of our freedom, will induce
sion or court o contest with us,
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