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Editor's Note

??? short stories in this volume range from those of the first
I famous Negro writers in this gente, Charles W. Chesnutt and
Paul Laurence Dunbar, widely published at the tum of the cen-
tury, to the youngest contemporary writers of creative fiction,
Ronald Milner, Robert Boles and Alice Walker. Herein are all the
noted names in American Negro writing, including Jean Toomer,
Richard Wright, Zora Neale Hurston, Ralph Ellison, Willard

Moley, John. wilms Comp hense a thology of America:

Negro short stories to be published anywhere.
LANGSTON HUCHES
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The Best  Shor t  Stor ies by Negro Wr i ters

is the most complete and authoritative col-

lect ion of i ts kind in the English language
These stories were written by outstanding,

we l l -known authors  l i ke  James Ba ldwin ,

Ralph E l l i son,  R ichard Wr ight  and John

Wil l iams, and by equal ly  ta lented though
re la t ive ly  unknown wr i ters  such as A l ice

Walker,  Ted Poston, Conrad Kent Rivers,
and Mike Thelwell .

In his introduction Mr. Hughes says:

"The stories in this book range geograph-

ica l ly  f rom South to North,  East  to  West ,
from America's Panama Canal Zone to our

Chicago Loop and,  in point  of  t ime,  f rom
the Reconstruct ion to the Harlem Renais-

sance, the Depression, the Second World

War, the period of James Baldwin's blues
in De Gaul le 's Paris,  to the contemporary

moment  of  Char les Wr ight 's  A New Day.
In  f i c t ion  as  in  l i fe  Negroes  ge t  a round

They have been cover ing var ied grounds
for a considerable time via the written word

Here they reveal their thoughts, their emo-
tions, directions and indirections over three

quarters of a century ? from Chesnutt and

Dunbar,  Wright,  El l ison, and Wil l iams, to
the new young writers of the sixt ies, Lind-

say  Pa t t e r son ,  Robe r t  Bo les  and  A l i ce
Walker; from the fright and violence of the
Deep South to the t inkle of iced dr inks at

an  in te r rac ia l  pa r ty  in  Bos ton ;  f rom the
twisted face of a black sharecropper to the

(Continued on second flap)

(Continued from first flap)

spotl ighted smile of a Harlem dancer, from

tragedy to comedy, laughter to tears, these
stor ies cul led from the best of  Negro wri t -

i ng  over  the  years ,  i nd ica te  how va r ied ,
complex and excit ing is the mil ieu in which
black folk l ive in America."

The motherly love of an aged woman for

a strange young boy is  poignant ly to ld by
Langston Hughes in Thank You, M'am. An

expatr iate Amer ican's fear  of  return ing to
his native land, now alien to him, is compel-

l ingly recounted by James Baldwin in This

Morning,  This Evening,  So Soon. John A.
Wi l l i ams 's  Son  in  the  A f te rnoon  demon-

strates the bitter revenge of a Negro whose
mother shows more af fect ion to her whi te

c h a r g e  t h a n  t o  h e r  o w n  s o n .  R i c h a r d
Wright 's  F ly ing Home pi ts  f rust rat ion and

fa lse  p r ide  aga ins t  i ns t inc t  and  w isdom.
S e e  H o w  T h e y  R u n  b y  M a r y  E l i z a b e t h
Vroman i l lustrates the poet ical ly touching

love of a teacher for her pupils. Mike Thel-
well 's Direct Action describes perhaps the

funniest  and quickest  in tegrat ion ever at -
tempted, while Ronald Fair's Miss Luhester

Gives a Party is a wild brawl which was "the

best party we ever had."

Some of  these stor ies are comic,  some

are savage, some are heartwarming, while
others are bitter in their despair. They are

not  only  some of  the best  work by Negro
writers, they also represent a social history

of the American Negro, vivid and dramatic.
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