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ESSAY do I Le17
In Defence of the

F E M A L E  S E X .

In which are inferted the

C H A R A C T E R S

O F

A Pedant,2
A Squire;
? ????,

A Vertuco,
d Poztalter,

In a Letter to a Lady.

Written by a Lady.

Since tach is fond of bis ern ugly Face ;
Why foou a you when me hold if break the Glas?

Prol. to Sir F. Flutter.

L O N D O N ,
Printed for A Repur and E. Willinfon at the Black Bay,

and R. Clace at the Peacock, in Flesfireet, 1698.

This cun gay thing sets up forman But seen fit atraBarto sels unfor man Butter sugar



To Her Rojal Highnels the
Princes Anne of Denmark:

MADAM,
IF in adventuring to lay this little
- Piece at your Highnelies Feet, and

humbly beg your Royal Protection
of it, Ihave prefum'd too far,be pleas' d
to impute it to your own, moft graci-
ous Goodnefs, the knowledge of which
encourag'd me. Our Sex are by Na-
ture tender of their own Off-fpring,
and may be allow'd to have more
fondnefs for thofe of the Brain, then
any other; becaufe they are fo few,
and meet with fo many Enemies at
their fift appearance in the World.
I hope therefore to find pardon, if like
an indulgent Parent, I have endea-
vour d to advance my firft Born, by
entering it very carly into your High-
nefles Service.
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But as thefe Men, will hardly be

reckon'd much fuperiour to us up.
on the account of their Learning or
Improvements, fo neither will lip:
pole another fort diametrically ope
pofite to thefe in their Humors and

Character
Opinions: I mean thofe whofe An-

of a Cour ceftors been/have wife and provident,
try squires and rais a Eftates by their Ingenui-

ty and Induftry, and given all their
Pofterity after 'em Means, and Leis
fure to be Fools. Thefe are gene-
rally fent to School in their Mino:
rity, and were they kept there till
they came to Years of Difcretion,
might moft of 'em fay, till they
cou'd tuck their Beards into their
Girdles before they left carrying a
Satchel. In conformity to Cufon,
and the Fathion, they are fent car-
ly to ferve an Appranticelhip to
Letters, and for eight or nine years
are whipt up and down through
two or three Counties from School
to School; when being arriv'd a Six-
teen, or Seventeen Ycars of Age,
andhaving made the ufual Tour
of Latin. and Greek Authors, they
are call'a Home to be made Gentle-

men:

As foon as

men-has got out of thethaken off t

dage,and begins to feel
ty, he confiders
Learned enough,
one but his Friend
to be of his Opit
it high time to th
barous Acquaintai
with thofe crabb
fure Fellows,

t

much trouble an
Companions by
Gentleman, that
ment and perple
exercife the tyrai
School-mafters.
folutions taken,
for fome years
ly  taken up b
and Hawks ( el
dence be in the
more fenflefs At
His Groom, his
Falconer are h
walk  is  f rom
Dog-kennel, anc
diverfion is dri
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pretvfind fome

Men contend for Realities, and dif
pure for the Kepucation of their fools no fi

to
Of.means refines

vitor Judgment, and the truth ofCompanions

Wit, and en.
their Opinions.

" T i s  t r u e  t h e f e

sir Invention:
Improvements are to be made only

i of the com-
by Men, that have by Nature an

recellirated to
improvable Stock of Wit and good

and feck new
senfe; For thofe that have it not,

cafe us, and
being unable to diftinguith what is

Liberty they proper for their Imitation, are ape

, they are
to Ape us in thofe Things which are
the peculiar Graces and Ornaments

Ir Wit, and
of it. To.

of our Sex, and which are the im-

eatnefs of
mediate Objects of Sight, and need

undance of
= no further Reflection, or thinking.

This Affectation is notorious in out
riv'd; For

nS, being
Modern Beau's, who obferving the
Care taken by fome of our Sex in the

and Spirit
Nomen as

fetting of their Perfons, without
penetrating any farther into the

rguments

1ons, on-
Reafons Women have for it, or con-

1, and im-
fidering, that what became them,

icty. In
might be ridiculous in themfelves,

aken to fall to licking, prucing, and dref
id harh; fing cheir Campaign Faces, and ill
? Wit is contriy'd Bodies, that now, like all

h, and
Foolith Imitatours, they out do the
Originals, and out-powder, outa

ditions patch, and out-paint the Vaineft
v hen
Ment
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the Fields of Fancy to find fome.
Men contend for Realities, and dif

thing new, fomething pretty to of-
pute for the Reputation of their Fools no fi

fer to us, and by this means refines
fit or Judgment, and the truth of for women.

at the fame time their Wit, and en-

" T i s  t r u e  t h e f e

For by forcinglarges, and extends their Invention;

their Opinions.Improvements are to be made only

em out of the com-

by Men, thát have by Nature an

mon Road, they are neceffitared to
improvable Stock of Wit and good

invent new Arguments, and feck new
Senfe; For thofe that have it not,

ways to divert and pleafe us, and
being unable to diftinguith what is

by refraining the large Liberty they
proper for their Imitation, are apt

take one with another, they are
to Ape us in thofe Things which are

compell'd to polifh their Wit, and
the peculiar Graces and Ornaments

File off the Roughnels of it. To
of our Sex, and which are the im-

this they owe, the Neatnefs of
mediate Objects of Sight, and need

Raillery, to which abundance of
- no further Reflection, or thinking.

Gentlemen are now arriv'd; For
This Affectation is notorious in our

Contrariety, of Opinions, being
Modern Beau's, who obferving the

that which gives Life,
Care taken by fome of our Sex in the

and Spirit
to Converfation, as well Women as

fetting of their Perfons,w i t hou t

Men do frequently hold Arguments
penetrating any fartherin to  the
Reafons Women have for it, or con-

contrary to their real Opinions, on- fidering, that what became them,
ly to heigthen the Diverfion, and im- might be ridiculous in themfelves,
prove the pleafure of Socicty. In fall to licking, [prucing, and dref
thefe the utmoft Care is taken to fing cheir Campaign Faces, and ill
avoid all things tha: may found harl, contriv'd Bodies, that now, like all
ofenfive, or indecent, their Witis Foolih Imitatours, they out do the
employ'd only to raile mirth, and Originals, and out-powder,
promete good Humour, Conditions
that can't well be obfery'd, when

patch, and out-paint the Vaineft

M e n
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hard to ftop 'em, as our Tongues,
and as difficult not to write, as noi
to talk too much. I have done
wondring at thofe Men, that can
write huge Volumes upon flender
Subjects, and hall hereafter admire
their Judgment only, who can con-
fine their Imaginations, and curb
their wandring fancies. I pretend
no Obligation upon our Sex for this
Attempt in their Defence; becaufe
it was undertaken at your Com
mand, and for your Diverfion only,
which if I have in any meafure
fatisfied, I have my Ambition, and
hall beg nothing farther, than that
my ready Obedience may excufo
fae mean Performance of

Madam,

lour real Friend, and

Moft humble Servant.
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To the Right Honourable the Lords
Commi/loners of His Majefties

Treaury.
10

May it pleafe your Lordhips,
ON DEARN Obedience to your Lord-

hips Command, I have en-
deavoured to inform my felf
of divers Matters which con-
cern the Gold and Silver

Moneys, and of the molt Practicable Me-
thods for New Coining the Latter, and
Supplying, in the mean time, fufficient
Coins to pay the Kings Taxes and Reve-

to carry on
merce; and I do humbly reprefent to your

Lordfhips,That I have made diligent Search into
leveral Records, Books and Writings, to
fee what Afts or Things have been former-
ly done or practifed, which might ferve for

tear dive any Light for the psins that thould


