THE DRESS OF WOMAN.

Its FaiLure 1o Meer thHeE ReoumRoments or ConnonN SENSE AND

AN ADVANCING CIVILIZATION.

GAIL HAMILTON.

UST go to your window, the next rainy day, and notice the first woman who
J pnsses, See how she is forced to concentrate all the encrgies of mind
and hody on herself and her casings. One delicate hand clings desperately
to the unwiecldy umbrella; the other is censelessly struggling to keep firm hold of
the multitudinous draperics; and if book, basket or bundle claim n share of her
nttention, her ease is pitinble indeed. Down goes one fold upon the wet flagstone,
detected only by an ominous flapping against the ankles when the garment has
become snturated,—n loosened hold on the wumbrella, of which it takes advantage,
and Immedintely swnys imminent over the guttey,—a convulsive and random
cluteh at the petticonts., The umbrelln righted, a sudden gust of wind threatens
to bhear it awny, and one hand not belng suflicient to detain it, the other involun-
tarily comes to the rescue,~sweep go the draperies down on the pavement; then
another cluteh, another ndjustment,~—forward! march |—nand so on to the dreary,
draggled end,

Stalk—stoll —stallk—comes up the man behind her, Stalk-—stalk,—~he has
passed, Stalk—stallk—stalk,—~he is out of sight hefore she has passed n single
block,

Of course he is, One sinewy hand lightly polsing his umbrella, water-proof
overcoat ‘' close buttoned to the chin ;' tight fitting trousgers tucked into enor-
mous India rubber boots, What is the storm to him ?

Is this a small matter? Beloved friend, smaller matters than these have
swayed the world; and ten thousand such small matters mark the childhood,

youth and maturity of twice ten thousand small men and women.
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Fashion's models for women in the year of the Columbian Exposition,
103, Pronounced "ln\'r]_y'" when 1n fashion, and horrad! " when out.

Preserve this for the women of the next century sce,




