
t e e V o h e

M e n F e a d i c n e s y a



_ The Case For

Bir th Control
A Supplementary Brief and Statement of Facts

PREPARED BY

M A R G A R E T H. S A N G E R

T o A i d the Cour t i n i ts Cons iderat ion o f the Statute designed

to p reven t the d isseminat ion of i n f o rma t i on for -

Prevent ing Concep t ion ,

PUBLISHED,. MAY 1917

i a

JONAH J. GOLDSTEIN

COUNSEL





:

;

CONTENTS

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTORY . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 00 ecceeeeee 6

Introductions to Birth Control by Margaret H. Sanger,

Havelock Ellis, August Forel and G. F. Lydston.

C H A P T E R II , T H E O R I G I N A N D P R A C T I C E OF B I R T H
C O N T R O L I N V A R I O U S C O U N T R I E S . . . . . . . . .ecsceeceeees 23

Genesis of Movement,
Engiand,
Holland,
France,
Uni ted States,
Other Countries.

C H A P T E R I I I . P O P U L A T I O N A N D B I R T H R A T E . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Bi r th Control, by Havelock Ellis,
Popfilation Facts in United States,
Bir th Rate of Brit ish Empire,
Birth Rate of Other Countries (Wi th Tables).

C H A P T E R I V . I N F A N T M O R T A L I T Y . . . . . . . . . . c c cceeceeneces 93

General Statistics,
Results of Children?s Bureau Survey at Johnstown, Pa.,

by Emma Duke,
Manchester Report.

C H A P T E R V. M A T E R N A L M O R T A L I T Y A N D DISEASES
A F F E C T E D B Y P R E G N A N C Y. . . . . . . . . . cesses cues Aeveeees 155

Children?s Bureau Report, by Grace L. Meigs,
Death Rates from Child Bir th in Foreign Countries,
A Municipal Bi r th Control Clinic,
Tuberculosis,
K i d n e y Diseases,

Eclampsia,
Diabetes,
Pelv ic Deformi t ies ,

Heart Disease,

Too Frequent Pregnancies,
Pernicious Vomit ing.

C H A P T E R V I . H A R M F U L M E T H O D S P R A C T I C E D TO
A V O I D L A R G E F A M I L I E S ........ cece ecc c e s s e s enetneee 185

Coitus Interruptus,
Continence,
The Objects of Marriage, by Havelock Ellis,
Abort ion.



CONTENTS (Continued)

CHAPTER VII. PROSTITUTION, FEEBLE-?MINDEDNasgAND VENEREAL DISEASES « 2 . 0 . . .
T h e Social Ev i l ,

Feeble-mindedness,

Syphi l is ,
Gonnorrhea.

CHAPTER V I I I . O T H E R TRANSMISSIBLE DISEASES AND
PAUPERISM . 00.0.0 eee eee t t e t e e t e e t e t e e t e re e ,

Insanity,
Epilepsy,
Alcoholism,

Pauperism,
Child Labor.

~ CHAPTER IX. CONCLUSION: EMINENT OPINIONS ,....__ 245

The Progress of Holland,
Eminent Opinions

GLOSSARY. wesepececce ccc ceeceteee sense nssesetsenessrteneecn., 25



FOREWORD
?_?_?

HE purpose of the Appellant in presenting the
various statistics and medical and social facts
incorporated in the supp lementa ry brief, enti t led

THE CASE F O R B I R T H C O N T R O L , is to give

the Court a clear concept ion o f the mean ing o f b i r th
control. T h e histor ica l stages t h r o u g h w h i c h this

question has gone have been rev iewed, its status in foreign
countries outlined. F ina l l y , the effects upon the common-

wealth of the proh ib i t ion conta ined in the Section k n o w n
as 1142 of the Penal L a w have been made clear. S a i d

Section comprises in its proh ib i t ion the ve ry points ot
knowledge most necessary to h u m a n : l iberty, and has

resulted in extreme h a r m to the indiv idual , to the fami ly
and to society a t large.

The idea of the social and racial value o fknowledge
to prevent conception is new in the United States, and
therefore i t has been difficult? to get first-hand facts
and comprehensive statistics w i t h a local bearing.

Consequently, the Appellant has been obliged to lay
emphasis upon data from foreign countries where the
subject has been exhaustively studied, both theoretically
and practically. However, the American case for birth

Control, as presented in this compilation, is the most
complete possible in v iew of the records available.

M A R G A R E T H. S A N G E R
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