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M I N U T E S  O F  E V I D E N C E .

Friday, 30th June 1893.

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T :

Mr .  A lbe r t  B r igh t .
Dr. Farquharson.
Mr. Fel l  Pease.

Mr .  Pr ies t ley .
Mr .  A r thu r  W i l l i ams .

MR. HENRY FELL PEASE, IN THE CHAIR.

Mr. ATHELSTAN BRAXTON HICKs, called in; and Examined.

Chairman.

1. You are, I believe, Coroner for the South-
Western district of the County of London?-
Yes, and for the Kingston district of the County

are aware what the subject of this
inquiry is ?-Yes.

3 .  W e  w a n t  t o  k n o w whether from your
experience you find any evil resulting from the
practice of unauthorised midwives, and we shall
be glad to have any further information on the

subject you can give us??I may say that my
practical experience as a Coroner is that there

ledge of in practising as midwives
indiscriminately. To give you an example is
the best way of illustrating the matter ; a person

the neighbourhood as a kindly sort
of old motherly person, and people in an emer-

come to her, and ask her to attend Mrs.Se-and-so, who is, of is going to be, in labour:

She goes in ; she does her best, which is very bad
very often ; she either takes upon herself to send to
the doctor or not, and after she has done a certain
number of cases she is known in the neighbour-
hood as a midwife, and so she makes a sort of
profession or business of acting in this way with-
out having any other qualification than what she

number of deliveries of children.
4. And she has not sufficient education

know when to send for a doctor?-She is with-
out any knowledge I may say honestly.

5. Not even practical knowledge enough to
know when to send for the doctor?-Not even
practical knowledge enough to know when to

To give you an example.
I had a breach presentation case in which the
mother or the child died, I forget which; one of

Chai rman-cont inued.

these women undertook
might have sent for a doctor,  to try and del iver
that chi ld, and I  think i t  was three hours in de-
l i v e r y  a n d  t h e n  I  t h i n k  s h e  p u l l e d  i t  o u t  b y
the arm, or one of the limbs.

6.  And the mother d ied ??I  th ink the mother
died, or at any rate, thec h i l d  d i e d ;  b u t  i t w a s
a quest ion how far the midwife was cr iminal in
the way she acted; I  had to consider that natu-

The jury  found that  she acted through
ignorance in  doing her  best ;  a  very poor  con-
solation for the friends, and the mother too.

7.  Do you th ink that  i f  midwives werereg i s -
t e r e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  c h e c k  u p o n  t h a t  k i n do f
t h i n g ? -  I  t h i n k  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  i m p l y  r e -
sponsibi l i ty.

8. Supposing that case had happened in the
practice of a registered medical man,
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  l e g a l l y ? -  H e  w o u l d
probably have used the proper means to deliver

9.  Suppos ing he had de l ivered a woman in
the same way, he would very l ikely have been
had up for malpractice, would he not ?-I should
say so, after pull ing the child out by the arm or
one of the limbs. It was a breach presentation,
and one or other of the l imbs came ou t  f i r s t ,  I
forget which, but i t  is immnterial; the thing was
improperly done, and the child's arm was some-
what  lacerated in  the pu l l ing out . T h e  c h i l d
was suffocated no doubt in the womb because it

was not delivered soon enough; but the pull ing
o f  i t  ou t  showed  tha t  t hew o m a n
uDconscious of what she shouid do.

w a s utter ly

10. Do you think there are many people of

Are they dining i t  the county youAre they diminishing or increasing,

think ??
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Mr. Stephens continued.
was superior in qualification to

a hypotheticnl
registered

employing them; I would, most decidedly:
583. Well, that is quite new; because, in a

ase even of a certificate of death, anybody ear
a cert i f icate of death, real ly PA midwif

Yes, she can ?Your registrar would not

585. That is the registrar's fault P-He is not
registrar is not bound to

take the midwife's certificate.

Mr.  Albert  Br ight .
586. We have it in evidence that some regis-

trars do take them?-They may do i t ,  but they
are not obliged to do it.

Dr. Farquharson.
87. They are put down as improperly regis

tered, or as unregistered, deaths;
put down as registered deaths unless they are
certified by a qualified medical practitioner, but
certainly s o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  t a k e n ? - I  h a v e
k n o w n them refused, and a coroner's inquest
he ld .

Mr. Stephens-continued.
practice ?-" Still-born" is n different ense al-

5u3. I do not mean fhat; that len slip of tho
tongue; but if there is a denth of a new-born
child and you have been attending

n b o u t  i t ? - Y e s ;t h e  r o m a l l

594. Do you think, because the question of
the certificate is a question of evidence, that you
are the better witness, or a doctor whom you
may call in from outside, who will depend upon
the evidence you give him ??You menn a doctor
who has not seen the child alive.

695. Yes?-A doctor who has not seen the
child alive cannot give the certificate at all.

596. But he js going to give, the certifiente ?
-He does not do it; he cannot. There must be

n coroner's inquest.
breathes, and

I f  a  new-born  baby
dies without a qualifed medical

man having seen it, there must be, a coroner's

597. You know, and can give all the evidence
as to whether it did breathe or not?-They would
not take it. Ask Mr. Bond, the surgeon here
in Westminster. I was concerned in a case with
him in which he was asked to give a certificate;
he knew all the circumstances of the case, except

Mr. Stephens. that he had not actually seen the child breathe.
588. They may ignorantly refuse to accept He refused to give the certificate; they refused

them, but it is impossible to secure that no one to take mine, and they had an inquest.
should die except in the presence of, or with
some kind of knowledge of, a medienl man; that Chairman.
cannot be secured by law?-Therefore inquests 598. We had it from Mr. Braxton Hicks the
are held when there is a death without a medical other day
man. I think I am correct.

that he does take such certificates
I have known

several instances in my own practice where the generally?? Some of them do, but they are notsound to do it.
baby has died before it has been possible to call
in a medical man, and I haverar to register the death, and gone to the regis Mr. Stephens.

le has refused to
take my certificate. 599. I think we have it in evidence that, in

fact, they are bound to do it, but that they con-
Chairman. ceive that they are not bound to do it; that is to

589. We have had a good deal of evidence to say, that the law is one thing and the practice
the effect that registrars do take such certifi- which has arisen is another ?That may be: but
cates ?-I can tellyou one registrar, in the dis- I have made inquiry of a pretty good authority,
trict in which Victoria Station stands (South and I have been most decidedly told that they

are not bound to take the midwife's certificate.Belgravia), who refused the midwife's certificate, I had a case, only a short time ago, of a childand a coroner's inquest was held. I think you

will find that I am right. which was suffocated; it was overlaid by the
parents in the night. child was two

Mr. Stephens. They came to me (the child was dend).
590. That would be right, no doubt, as to the sent for a doctor; he came down and looked at

action of the registrar, but really as to the inten- the child, but he could
tion of the law, that is another matter?-I think an inquest had to could give no certificate, and

the registrar is not bound to take the midwife's
certificate.

591. You are a trained midwife?-I am a 600. Do you wish to give us any further in-
trained midwife;of course I am.

592. And if a
formation upon the subject??I think that is all

still-born case occurs in your I have to say.


