
far less so than most aneedotea of the German'a various wara

against the French, and merely fanciful conpared to the horri fying

f leshly facte of this last war, with f lesh consumed merely by

starvation, eaten away off the body bones of those wrotched
Indeed, read as a book,  the ef fect  is  far  morethan a sum of  the repor ts ,Materace,
penetrat ing and varied as they are.. .Not the least of her accomplishments is the
abil i ty to capture moments of immediacy and power....an enticing reading experience.

Robert Kirach, Loa Angelea Times

SPEECH OF ACCEPTANCE BY MISS JANET FLANNER

Hia Honor the Mayor, Mr. McGannon, Chairman of the National

Book Comittee, Dr. Mason Gross, Master of Ceremonies of the

Awards: and Ladies and Gentlemen---

I  must  be candid and say that  I  f ind mysel f  here tonight

In the most  del ight fu l  c i rcumstance imaginable -  for  a wr i ter .

Wri t ing,  good wr i t ing,  good prose wr i t ing,  la  an odd profesaion

and  l i f e  wo rk  because  i t  l a  so  pecu la r l y  ba lanced .  Ha l f  o f  i t

I s  l i t e ra l l y  ha rd  l abo r ,  a  k i nd  o f  s l ave ry  o f  sea rch ing  f o r  t he

p rec i se l y ,  t he  j us t i f l ab l y  r i gh t  words  o r  even  the  r i gh t  un iqu

single word,  perhaps of  only one s imple sy l lable.  And then whi

found  and  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  l i t t l e  a t r i c tu re  o f  ha rd  labor  sudder

ended, what euphoria in equal br ief measure, what a l ightness ?

CRITICAL COMMENT ON "PARIS JOURNAL 1944-1065"

Her  v r i t i ng  f rom Par is  1e  never  f la t , I t  i s  d e s i g n e d  i n  h i g h  r e l i e f  w i t h  a l l  1 t s
sa l ien ts  c lear ly  l i t  and po l ished. . . .Her  s ty le  has  been descr ibed an gracefu l ,  per -
cop t i ve ,  l i ve l y ,  and  e legan t . I t  i s  t h e s e and more.. . .Everywhere I  opened i t  I  was
absorbed wi th  a  sense of  par t ic ipat ion in  great ,  t rag ic ,  moving,  comic,  unforget tab le
Scenes,

Kathleen Cannel l ,  The Chriottan Solence Monitor

A co l lec t ion  o f  super la t i ve  repor t ing  in  the  pos twar  per iod . . .  She is  one o f  the  few
wr i te rs  In  Pre l i sh  who cen make French po l i t i cs  In te l l ig ib le  and in te res t ing . She

med,  v ise and ar t icu la te  when wr i t ing about  the hu l laba loo over  the
f i lma,  fo r  example . . .  But  i t  i s  in  the  repor tage beh ind the  head l ines
0  pages  o f  t h i s  con t i nua l l y  s t i r r i ng  book  t ha t  Genê t ' s  spec ia l  a r t -
i t ion  le  ev ident . . .  On and on ,  h is to ry  and co lo r ,  w i t ,  emot ion  and
I t  i s  a l l  Jou rna l l am  to  be  re read ,  t o  b rowse  i n ,  t o  p i ck  up  t ime
What  a  p leasure  I t  18 .
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P A R I S  J O U R N A L  1 9 4 4 - 1 9 6 6

by Janet Flanner (Genêt), edited by William Shi

In 1925 Janet Planner was engaged by Harold Ross, found?

Yorker, to write for his new magazine a "Letter from Paris"

Genêt. In "Paria Journal" Mias Planner'e postwar letters, &

by the present distingulahed editor of The New Yorker, Will

together to give a panoramid and perceptive account of Paris

after the liberation in 19lh, through the Fourth and Fifth Re

In December, 196h.

"Parta Journal" thus encompasses twenty years of Parial

verging on the significent developments and personalities of

ful French decades, Colette, Pleasso, Plar, Blum, Pétain, A

dertrude Stein, Bartre, Camus, Joyce, Malraux, and, partieul

Mos Planor paints their portraito, presenta their pfomainl..

writes their obituaries.

Returning to Parta In 194h, she deseribes what five yeare of Gersan oceu-

pation have done to the olty - the ratione, the refugees, the poverty, Bhe

catalogues the arduous attempta to restore elegance and prosperity to Paria,

Including the drastle changes of government, the periode of no-government, the

aacendancy of Charles de Gaulle, the Algerian erdoes, the Hungarian uprioing,

the Bues miaadventure, Mla Planner alao analyses psinting, literature, and

the theatre, Ineluding saldes on an exhibit of Joyce relfes, Gertrude Stein's

art collection, and Amerion movies,

Events, Ideas, and persons crowd the pages of "Paria Journal," asking, in

sun, a hiatory of the paat tventy yesra aa seen from Parla through the eyes of

a uniquely vise, vitty, and gifted observer who writes with elegance and love.

A t h e n e u m

JANET FLANNER

JANET FLANNER (GENET)
a u t h o r  o f

PARIS JOURNAL 1944-1965  (A theneum)

photo by George Lynes

Jane t  P lanner  vas  born  in  Ind ianapo l ia  and

attended the Univeralty of Chicago. Since 1921 she

has 11ved In Europe. She signed "Genêt" to her firet

Paria letter for The New Yorker on October 10, 1925.

the year of the magazine'a founding, and her "Letter

from Paris" has continued to be one of ita regular

features. Man Planner ta the author of The Cubical

City, Amerioan in Paria, Pétain: The Old Nan of

France, and Men and Mommento. Bhe has also trans-

lated books from the French, Ineluding two by

Colette. A member of the National Institute of

Arta and Letters, Mina Flanner has been decorated

with the Legion of Honor. Bhe lives in Paria, where

her vindows overlook the Tulleries.

A t h e n e u n


