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To the Director-General of the

Army Medical Department, London.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Very faithfully yours,
ROBERT D. LYONS.

It was and is a matter of the greatest regret to me that the necessary facilities and

authority for carrying out this object were denied to me.

A correspondence which I had formerly the honour of addressing to Lord Panmure,
and which has, perhaps, come under your notice, fully explains why it is that I have not
the pleasure of offering to the Museum of the Army Medical Department a collection of
specimens illustrative of the Surgical Pathology of the past campaigns.

The specimens frequently embrace nearly the whole Intestinal Tract, and, if I may
be permitted the suggestion, constitute not only " stock," from which numerous and
multiple preparations may be made, but also in their "putting up" will require to be
treated in such a manner as will cause them to illustrate best the very varied processes of

the same diseased action, and its results in different structures. This remark will apply
especially to the excellent specimens illustrative of the Secondary Enteric Lesions of Fever,
and also to those which demonstrate the remarkable Atrophie Lesions of the Mucous
Membrane and of the Minute Glandular Apparatus of the Small Intestine, often associated
with Chronic Dysentery. I feel authorized to say, that should it be thought that any
assistance on my part could be afforded to the gentlemen engaged in putting up the
preparations at Chatham, both Dr. Aitken, my first assistant, and myself will feel happy
to contribute any additional information or indications which may be deemed necessary.

These preparations have been chiefly collected at Scutari, and though not numerous,
will, I think, be found to illustrate well the most marked forms of disease which prevailed
in the hospitals at that station. Important as these were numerically, as well as by the
profound and fatal lesions they induced, they ranged through but a small extent of the
Pathological category; so that disease was found to recur very constantly in certain
tolerably well-defined types. It is in the illustration of such types in all their varieties
that the chief value of the preparations of morbid parts, which I have the honour to con-
tribute to the Museum of Chatham, will be chiefly found.

SIR, London, March 11th, 1856.
I HAvE the honour to enclose you herewith a brief descriptive list of certain patho-

logical preparations collected by myself and my assistants, during our mission of Patho-
logical Inquiry to the East.

CoPT of LETTeR accompanying List of Morbid Preparations forwarded to the Director-
General of the Army Medical Department.
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