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PREFACE

MEN and women are divided, in relation to their papers,
scatterers. Miss Nightingale was 2a
lived to be go the accumulation of
papers, stored in her house at the time of her death, was
very great. The papers referring to years up to 1861 had

1f, and it was evident that not

been neatly done up by herse -
everything had been kept. After that date, time and

strength to sort and weed had been wanting, and Miss
Nightingale seems to have thrown little away. Even
soiled sheets of blotting-paper, on which she had made
notes in pencil, were preserved. By a Will executed in
1896 she had directed that all her letters, papers, and
manuscripts, with some specific exceptions, should be
destroyed. By a Codicil executed in the following year she
revoked this direction, and bequeathed the letters, papers,
and manuscripts to her cousin, Mr. Henry Bonham Carter.
After her death the papers were sorted chronologically by
his direction, and they have formed the principal founda-
tion of this Memoir.

Of expressly autobiographical notes, Miss Nightingale
left very few. At the date of the Codicil above mentioned
she seems to have contemplated the probability of some
authoritative record of her life ; for in that year she wrote
a short summary of what she called “ My Responsibility to
India,” detailing her relations with successive Secretaries
of State, Governors-General, and other administrators.
Her memory in these matters was still accurate, for the
summary is fully borne out by letters and other papers
of the several dates: it adds some personal details. In
private letters she sometimes recounted, at later times,
episodes or experiences in her life, but such references are

1Yy

into hoarders and
hoarder, and as she
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