
SOME THINGS THE MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE

Of 1889 and '90 did for men, who have votes, contrasted

with what it did for women, who have no votes.

BOSTON, JUNE 17, 1890.
vote of  both branches that  the pal t ry
tax  o f  $2  mus t  no t  s tand  be tween  a

The Massachusetts Legislature man and his right to vote. All this
has adjourned. It was remarkable for men, who have votes.
for manythings. It dealt with the Now, note the different treatment
gypsy moth, and appropriated thou- this remarkable Legislature gave to
sands of dollars on its account. I t women, who have no votes.
savedthe scalp of the woodchuck, W e asked that women may vote
and left the little beast to devour the who have n o n e e d  o fassistance
clover in summer time and to hibernate to mark their ballots, who have not
in the winter. It left the dogs to go been convicted of crime, and who
unmuzzled, and the sheep to shift for have been in the country long enough
themselves. It measured the length to understand somewhat of its institu-
of a salable lobster, and saved his car- tions. We did not ask for full suf-
cass from being broken in two, so that frage, but only that women qualified
the purchaser may not be cheated as above stated might vote for the
with two halves that do not belong men who would levy taxes upon their
together. It left the little baby trout property and have the spending of
with his five small inches, to swim till their money, and that in the cities
he gets to be six inches long, and and towns where they live they might
then he may be fried, poor thing! It vote on questions of common interest
made the feathers f ly whi le i twent to men and women. But the Legis-
after the chicken thieves, even ven- lature, so tender to suffrage for men,
turing into the province of the courts turned its heart to stone.and the
to fix the penalty for the thief who gets House of Representatives, by a large
away with five dollars' worth of fowls. majority, deniedto al l  women the
and for him who steals only one dol- smallest shred of suffrage. There was
lar's worth. It trifled with the rights indeed "a saving remnant" who stood
of the courts again in trying to settle for equal rights for women. God
the punishment of burglars who enter bless them! But, for the others, the
by day,and of those who enter at historian has set down their shameful
night. I t spentmuch t ime upon action, and the recording angel will
butter and lard and oleo, and it pur- not forget it.
sued the English sparrow, and tried Then women asked that a married
to find the weight of a dozen of eggs. mother may have the same legal right

But the most remarkable action of to her child that its father has, so that
the Legislature is found in the care it neither parent may dispose of the cus-
took ofthe right of men to vote. tody of the child without the consentof theTitherto But their petition
dence, it mvolved the possible loss of refused.
his right to vote at the next election. Then they asked that when a hus-
But. to save to the human male his band or wife borrows money of the
right to vote every time, the Legisla- other, the obligation to pay may have
ture guarded him by a law, so that no the same legal validity that it would
change of residence can affect his in other cases of borrowed money.
right to vote at any election. But their petition was refused. Now

Several gentlemen from Lowell and a husband may borrow the money of
Lawrence and Lynn appealed to the his wife and never pay a cent.
Legislature for protection from a class They asked that a woman whose

of gentlemen who have a habit of husband is dead may have more than
changing their residence often and of the forty days the law now allows to
never paying rent. They have the a widow to stay in the house without
names of a thousand such dead- paying rent, while she adjusts herself
beats." T h e gentlemen who had to her new and hard conditions, with
houses to rent got no protection from no man to help her.But the petition
these frequent movers. But all the was refused.
same the "dead-beat" had his right to Thus this Legislature has distin-
move and to vote kindly cared for. guished itself. It remains to be seen

Then came up the case of men whether the same mencan be re
"guilty of infamous crimes," with the turned another year. Meantime we
question whether, as a punishment for have Bunker Hill, and Concord, and
hese crimes, the right to vote should Lexington, and the harbor where the

be withheld from the criminal for ten tea went over. We have the memory
years. But the right of the human of noble men who "pledged their
male to vote was respected, and even lives, their fortunes, and their sacred
with infamous crimes upon him he can honor" for the defence of the very
still go unquestioned and deposit his principle for the application of whicl
vote. women have sought in vain for many

It was proposed that the men who
need assistance to mark their bal-

years. The heroes of that old time
redeemed their pledges with their

lots," presumably because they cannot lives. Surely, somewhere, they must
read well enough to distinguish the have descendants who believe in rep-
party names readily, should have the resentativegovernment, who know
assistance of a member of their own that taxation without representation is
party to help them mark their ballots. tyranny no less to-day in the case of
out this did not pass.Still, however, women than it was in the case of

there was the poll-tax which a man George III. and the colonists a hun-
must pay before he could vote. B u t dred years ago. Where are they?
the Legislature declared by a majority LUCY STONE.


