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SPRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Springfield, Massachusetts

A STUDY OF AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY WITH PARTICULAR
REFERENCE T0 WHEAT

A Unit of Teaching in Grade 6 B, Indian Orchard Elementary School

sPringgieTilﬁst§§l° assigned in the Social Studies Course of Study in
A A 1 fie agriculture and industry of North America, with special
L cl'e United States, gnd includes the development of such topics
b h;mate, resources, industries, commerce and routes of trade.
s tg d.r class upon this work the teacher, Miss Margaret F, Cole,

; iscover some unit of teaching about which this subject matter
might be gathered. The statement of a problem which seemed to fill this
need came about during a class discussion concerning the kinds of food eaten
in a day. The.olass discovered that wheat in some form entered into every
meal end that it is the world's most important food. Hence it seemed worth
while to the pupils to find the answer to these problems; What is wheat;
wheFe can it be raised to the best advantage; and is the raising of wheat
an important industry in the United States?

It became evident that the study of seed germination, which is a part
of the Grade 6 nature study work, would be an excellent starting point.
In subsequent discussions the class discovered that to find out about the
raising of vwheat it was necessary to make a study of surface and weather
conditions in North America, and thus map study became a real need rather
.than an end in itself. As the work progressed the possibilities of the
work continued to unfold themselves until they embraced practically every
kind of subject matter in the curriculum. For example, the question,
"What is done with the wheat produced on these great farms?" brought out
the need to study marketing, transportation, and the manufacture of wheat
into edible products, and to gain a knowledge of the centers of distribu-
tion. Another question, "What machinery is neceded for these manufactures?”
led t0 a consideration of power machinery as well as the raw materials
required in the manufacture of machinery., The discussion of transporta-
tion led naturally to a consideration of the great markets for wheat

products.

Through the cooperation of the supervisor of art and handwork,
Mr. Walter H. Klar, and his assistant, Miss S. E. Evalyn Hammond, it was
arranged to make the free ond crcative expression of the pupils' ideas
through construction and drawing the cless assignment for the semester.
When finally assembled these construction units illustrated the complete
history of wheat.. There was also included a separate but related unit on
the tobacco industry, illustrating exchange through commercial channels,
with an analogous industry of the Commecticut Valley. Pictures of all
kinds, from nicely mounted rotogravures from the public library to gayly
eolored wrappers from eereal containers, were brought in in large numbers.
Pupils also wrote on their own initiative for travel folders and bulletins.
Since it was worth while to collect these, it seemed worth while to pre-
gserve them and so the notebooks on Wheat began. Explanatory paragraphs to
use with the pictures were seen to be nccessary and so there was prescented
the finest kind of motivation for written language. Indeed the whole unit
was rich with opportunities for language work. An obvious need was to
learn to organize facts for oral presentation to the class, to write invi-
tations to other classes, end to prepare for their benefit explanatory

hg about the construction unitss
e John Granrud
Assistant Superintendent




