
6 7 0  W e s t  E n d  A v e n u e
N e w  Y o r k ,  N . Y .  1 0 0 2 5
S e p t e m b e r  2 7  1 9 7 4

W i l l i a m  T a r g ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
G . P .  P u t n a m ' s  S o n s
200  Mad ison  Avenue
N e w  Y o r k ,  N . Y .  1 0 0 1 6

D e a r  B i l l  T a r g ,

Some  t ime  ago  when  I  i n sc r i bed  a  coup le  o f  books  f o r  you  you
a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  w a y  y o u  c o u l d  r e c i p r o c a t e .  I ' m  w r i t i n g
n o w  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s .  I  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  r e a d  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t
o f  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  m e  a  v e r y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  n o v e l ,  T h e  B e h o l d i n g
b y  t h e  p o e t  K e n n e t h  P i t c h f o r d .  I t  c o n c e r n s  s e x u a l / p o l i t i c a l
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  a  g r o u p  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  a r e  a r t i s t s
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p e o p l e  i n  N e w  Y o r k  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  a n d  i s  r e a l l y
a  v e r y  r a d i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a y s  - -  w h a t e v e r  t h e  g e n d e r  - -
h u m a n  b e i n g s  l o v e  a n d  f a i l  t o  l o v e  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  o u r  t i m e .
I t s  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  i n  p a r t  w h a t  I  s u p p o s e  i s  s t i l l  r e g a r d e d a s
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  b u t  w h a t  i s  r e a l l y  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  a n d  r a d i c a l
i n  P i t c h f o r d ' s  n o v e l  i s  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  d e p t h s  o f  f e e l i n g s .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  n o v e l s  I  s e e  c o m i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  p s e u d o  " s e x u a l -
l i b e r a t i o n "  o f  t h e  p a s t  h a l f - d o z e n  y e a r s  a r e  a s  s h a l l o w  a s  t h a t
c o n c e p t  i t s e l f .  T h i s  b o o k s  g o e s  m u c h  f u r t h e r ,  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l
i n  i t s  s u r f a c e  a n d  r a d i c a l  i n  i t s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s
w e  a l l  s h a r e .

I ' v e  s u g g e s t e d  t o  M r .  P i t c h f o r d  t h a t  h e  s e n d  o r  b r i n g  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t
t o  y o u  a n d  h a v e  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I ' d  w r i t e  m y  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  i t  t o
y o u . I  t h i n k  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  i t  v e r y  m u c h  w o r t h  r e a d i n g .  B e c a u s e
I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  n o v e l  h a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  a u d i e n c e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e
I  t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d ,  I  w i l l  t a k e  i t  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  f a v o r
i f  y o u  c a n  g i v e  i t  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n .

W i t h  a l l  g o o d  w i s h e s ,

Y o u r s ,

Adrienne Rich
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Departure pamphlets will be published three times a year, and will
contain poems by new and established writers, either individually or in
anthologies.
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Enquiries should be addressed to the editors at Merton College, Oxford,
and business communications to Kenneth Windridge at Lincoln College,
Oxford.
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