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R a n k  a n d  F i l e  V i c t o r y !

B y  D e n i s e  D ' A n n e

While everyone else in America
rushed to complete their Form 1040,
members of San Francisco's Civi l
Service Local 400 (Service Employees
In te rna t iona l  Un ion)  wen t  to  the i r
month ly  meet ing to  re instate two of
San Francisco's outstanding union
organizers, Maxine Jenkins and Louise
S t a t z e r .

The vote  to  re ins ta te  was 2  to  1
with over 300 members attending.
This  was an h is tor ic  precedent f o r
Local 400 whose monthly meetings
usually draw 50 members. Of greater
s ign i f icance was that  these two
organizers  were ab le  to  force the
union leadership to g ive them the
same consideration other workers
have comet o  e x p e c t  a s  a  r i g h t  o f
union membership.

The f i r ing of  the two women
caused much debate, especially i n
u n i o n  c i r c l e s .  S t a t z e r  a n d  J e n k i n s
u s e d  u n o r t h o d o x  m e t h o d s  t o  r e s o l v e
w h a t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  i n t e r n a l  d i s -
p u t e .  T h e y  s o u g h t  s u p p o r t  o u t s i d e
t h e i r  u n i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  o c c u r r e d
o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  w o m e n  r e a l i z e d  t h e y
h a d  n o  o t h e r  r e m e d y .  T h e y  w a n t e d
t o  h a v e  t h e i r  c a s e  h e a r d  b e f o r e  t h e
E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r -

e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  M a x i n e
a n d  L o u i s e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  d e n i a l  o f
d u e  p r o c e s s ,  a  b a s i c  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
r i g h t ,  w a s  i n  i t s e l f  a  m a t t e r  o f
commun i t y  concern .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  d i s t i n c t
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  t w o  w o m e n ' s  s t e p p e d -

p l a n .  H i p p s  W a n t e d  t o  i g n o r e  B e n t o r -
i t y  i n  c h o o s i n g  w h o  t o  l a y  o f f .  T h e
n e x t  d a y  M a x i n e  f o u n d  a l l  f o u r  o f
h e r  t i r e s  s l a s h e d .  B o t h  w o m e n  w e r e
s u b j e c t  t o  i n t i m i d a t i o n  b y  h a v i n g
o t h e r  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  f o l l o w  t h e m
a r o u n d .  F i n a l l y  t h e y  w e r e  g i v e n  p u n t -
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f i v e  Y e l l o w

f o r t h  i n  f r o n t

Unton W.A.G.E. 's Joyce Maupin and

b e e n  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e n ,  b u t  t h e y
w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t a x l e  u n t l l
t h e  s u i t  w a s  s e t t l e d . H o w e v e r ,  1 n
s o m e  o f  t h e i r  n e v e r  E a s t  B a y  o f f i c e s

AGANI ZE

i t  u n l o n ,  h a s
r e c e n t  m o n t h s .

i c t i v e  i n  t h e
s e e n  f i r e d ,  a n d
i o n .  P h i l i p
l i n g  o r g a n i z e r s ,
o k . Among the

v e r e  h i s  " a t t i -
t u d e " a n d  h i s  c r e d i t  s t a n d i n g . H e  t a

t a k i n g  h i s  c a s e  t o  t h e  N L R B . B a n k
e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  r e a c t e d  a n g r i l y  t o
t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h e m ,  a n d
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Two Victories Won By Women Workers

Women workers scored two victories during May in the batt le to improve
s t a t e ' s  p r o t e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n and to extend such benef i ts

workers,  inc luding men. On May 11, the state's Industrial Welfare Com-
mission voted to reopen and review the 14 exist ing industry orders

2k mil i ion women workers and minors, and to set up a wage
board for household workers.
The second victory occurred on May 26,when the Assembly Labor Relations
Committee of the State Legislature voted favorably on AB 1547( S i e r o t y ,
LA),  which extends the author i ty  of  the INC to men workers and cal ls f o r

annual review of the minimum wage, now set at $1.65 an hour.
Union WAGE played a major role in both achievements, and its members

in both these campaigns s ince the organizat ion was in i t iated
early March. The  o rgan i za t i on ' s  f i r s t  pub l i c  ac t i v i t y  was  a  sp i r i t ed

100 women trade unionists and supporters from
l ibe ra t ion  g roups and the United Farm Workers at the INC hearing

30 in San Francisco.

t o  n e  t r a c e  d a  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e .
of speakers from Union WAGE blasted the Commission

inact ion and ind i f ference to  the needs of women workers. They
denounced "freezing" the minimum wage at $1.65 for over

They cal led
f o r
overt ime; and for an order to cover some 150,000 household workers.
A task force of Union WAGE members engaged in an intensive lobbyinge f f o r tt ask  f o r ce  ca  on ion  wAs days pr ior to the hear ing on AB 1547.

They met withAssemblywomen Yvonne Brathwaite and March Fong and obtained
their endorsement a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  b i l l . Union WAGE Vice President
Ann  Draper  tes t i f i ed  on  beha l f  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  a long  w i th  o the r  l abo r

F a v o r a b l e  c o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  s i g n a l  v i c t o r y ,  s i n c e  a
b i l l  f a i l e d  i n  c o m m i t t e e  t w o  y e a r a  a g o . T h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o t e c t i v e

l a w s  n o w  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  w o m e n  o n l y  a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  n u l l i f i e d
b e c a u s e  o f  a l l e g e d  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  f e d e r a l  l a w  p r o h i b i t i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n

A  r e c e n t  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  a n n u l l e d  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h o u r s  a n d
w e i g h t - l i f t i n g  p r o t e c t i o n s ,  h e n c e  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r l e g i s l a t i o n .

i t  w i l l  t a k e  a  m a j o r  a s s a u l t  f o r  A B  1 5 4 7  t o  b e  p a s e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e
L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  e n a c t e d  i n t o  l a w .

- - A n n e  D r a p e r
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