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I am helding this press cenference at the reques
te accemplish twe things: (1) te make you aware of
have bheen perpetrating en }Miss Selanas, and
ef injustice meted eut by law and in practice
eriminal system, against accused wemen,
I have never, up until teday, wet Miss Selanas, but T had heard ef her
abeut six menths age as the leader of a radical and militant feminist greup
called S,C.U.., the Seciety fer Cutting up Men, This greup was described te
ne by feminists as ene ef a number of ethers I am familiar with which emhasi
the male-supremacy er racism aspect of the weman preblem (seme of the typ
literature frem these greups may be submitted in the Selanas case [fer ind
related cemments, see: David Riesman's cemmencement address te Meunt lelyeke
last week where he éiscusses male suprenacy and the fact that just as the »lack
preblem is really the preblem of white peeple, the weman preblem is the preblem
of men, i.e, racism; a black pewer weman leader in Philadelphia recently cemmented
$§;gica1§y "the anan's MoVﬁment is dist?nguished as the enly pelitical groeup

@ war em, and ne enemy"]), The pesitien ef these greups, as with their
counter?arts in the black mevement, is that their eppressers are net enly
respensible fer the eppressien ef the eppressed in the standard civil rights
::;ses, g 1n empleyment and educatien, but that the eppresser, the whites er
Hﬂd::’cngsai:.t;z§:i:§::}? becguse of their disease, bred by power, of the
they are warbari . 1s8, because eppressers by nature eppress by habit,
sation of nanking, % 27¢ reseensible for Vietnam, peverty, the general brutali

a

ether greupss ) her literary ability, and (2) her separatist netiens. A
well-knewn drama critic has described her as a "female Genet" and stated that
her censiderable talents had been recegnized by several autherities.

Ohly twe things( I heard in the past, distinguished Miss Selanas frem these
] 1.

If you replace "black" and "uhite" fer "female" and ™male" in Miss Selanas!
theeries, they are centemperanesus, and neither Garvey ner DuBeis, ner even
Zienism, is considered that shecking teday. Whatever argument yeu address te
Miss Selanas' pelitical theeries must be addressed te the ethers as well,

Finally, as I understand Miss Selanas! theeries, she further adepts the classic
revelutienary pesitien that the eppresser is unredeemadle and must be expelled
frem the cemmunity, dene away with, A friend ef hers reperted te me that when
Miss Selanas was pressed en hew she weuld rid the werld ef the eppresser she
paused and replied, "fell, you ceuld segregate them, Men have such weak eges
that if they were left by themselves they'd die eff,"

Miss Selanas has a fairly well-knewn pelitical pesition. She may be advanced

or radical as a feminist wut she is certainly net wnrelated te that mevement,

She is net a freakish lunatic. The press has ignered her actien in any pelitieal
centext; her actien of sheeting Andy Warhel has been treated as purely persenal
and she herself has been attacked threugh her sexuality, Ner pelitical pesitien
has been recegnized indirectly, even sneakily. She has had every intended insult
threwn at her at randem, She has been speculated as leskian, as a prestitute

as asexual--incensistencies netwithstanding, These are classic names all ’
feminists are called--always te evade the pelitical nature ef their acts. She

is described as an actress, while her recegnitien is as a writer and radical
feminist, The press has tried te prejudge her in every way they ceuld: as a
~weman, as a human being, as an artist, as a pelitiecal figure., And what abeut
Andy Warhel? This is the first time the media have even breught him up clean?
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The medla must step manipulating the newsd

) 29 3 hearaica 6f evi -ca that

Alice Orimmins was judged te have killed her children because ef evidence that

a e ° s o ' ho . 14 1 e Yoy

she had leve affairs. There was insulficlent evidence that she huui illeéd hex
children, Linda lLeClair was publicly stened by the media and her future verj

nearly ruined, net fer breaking heusing regulatiens and pretesting the discrimina=-
tery freedem of mevement laws against wemen (a significant part ef the 19€7 Uullia's
Declaratien en the Status ef Wemen), L'Affaire LeClair was presented as a free
leve issue. I was with Miss LeClair at times when she speke te the press and
that is net hew she presented it, Again, within a ceuple of menths, a weman was
Judged en an irrelevancy, but curieusly eneugh, always the seme irrelevancye-

sex,

Alice Crimmins was tried by an all male jury=-a jury ef her peersi--eor, threugh
the evidence that was presented, a jury ef cuckfelds? What percentage of weaen
will e en Selanas’ jury? A representative half, I hepe, PFut the laws en
Jury duty vary frem state te state fer wemen, and here in New Yerk it is net
mandatery that wemen serve se that, accerding te cemplaints bsreught te me,
enployers| cannet exert such pressure en men,

The interesting aspects ef recent deviant behavier by and tewards wemen ge
‘unneticed, What are the pelitical implicatiens ef the wattered chilé syndreme?
. Ceuld it e an uncenscieus rejectien of the feminine rele? %hat aseut the
searing rates fer wemen in majer crimes-~they've gene frem sheplifting te armed
rebbery., what abeut the fact that, accerding te published statistics, the enly
class of crimes em the decrease is rapei One gentleman's respense te this

was a pause, and then "I guess wemen leek less feminine newadays.® Less like a
‘wietim}¥:ic . - o , i iEs : : ’

The Natiemal Orgamigatien fer Wemen has a case presently against the state ef
Pennsylvania because by law it is mandatery that a wemam, but met a man, be
given the maximum sentence fer rebbery, A N.0.W, lawyer in Oregen is charging
the ‘state fer presecuting the prestitute bul net her custemer. Charges against
the ecity of New Yerk are being filed by the New Yerk chapter fer the girls
arrested in the Columbia demenstratiens fer indignities such as being Tfarced te

. strip and fellew threugh twice en a precedure fendly knewn as "steep and squat®,

hfi,r;. the pelice, acecerding te the A,C,L.U., had any right te make this
searchs - . ey e o ke |

- Sugar Ray Rﬁiﬁﬁﬁ ig suing fh! City for $250,000 for lald.ngthis search enm his
wife, accerding te the "Times" ef last week, iy BN am g

Valerie Selamas says im her Manifeste that the werld must be rid ef men te w
- the leer eff the face ef the sarth. I can't spesk fer the werld; ht.:hz =
6 edcleck T.V. News regularly leers at human rights fer wemen, It has taken
& sheeting te make the frent page, Tt is the media and, thus, the publie that
endorses vielence; me ene listens te hearings and peaceful demenstratiens,
N.0.W. has been werking by every legitimate means te desegregate the help~wanted
ads fer ever a year: when they are net ignered, they're laughed at. New many
wemen cerrespendents appear by by-line en the front page of majer newspapers?
They're relegated te the "™Jeman's Sectiea" aleng with wen '8 rights unless
wenen's rights beceme impertant, 1..’.~ﬂ,oiq’c,band.t;}m ovo/lp fremt and
ams given te a male reperter whe knews nething abeut the subjec

Migh gevermment efficials have said te mes We can't deal with the weman preblem
new; black peeple are rieting. Is this a recemmendation? I am triing te tell




yeu that Valerie Selanas! act was in large part a pelitically metivatee act.
If seclety refuses te listen te reasen, I fear that vielent acts by wemen will
inerease sharply. Seciety must net and, in fact, cannet deny wemen human rights

any lenger, -
“hhme AnGErn

Ti=Grace Atkinsen
Criminal Ceurt
New Yerk City
June 13, 1963
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RESOLVED: That NOW-New York repudiate the implications of NOW
support and interest in the article headlined "Valeria Solanis
a Heroine to Feminists," which appeared in the June 1l4th New
York Times under the byline of Marylin Bender;

That we take unmistakably clear action to assure the
public and our membership that NOW has not even considered or
been connected with this case in any way;

N5 That Ti-Grace Atkinson and Florynce Kennedy were
M .speaking only for themselves and had no right to use the name

Q},‘ &tv\\‘Of NOW or imply any interest on our part.

Q;KCjJSB'EW\HM##_ " We further resolve that

« éﬂ' " \ a) the Executive Committee shall fully investi-
/By;j}? ;jgate this incident and report to the membership

@6{ N o and b) that the membership shall be polled by mail
>k§;’ { \, and given the opportunity to vote on resignation, censure or

5 ¥
Iw ?7 any other step that might seem indicated.

o ,"i\‘} ),\\_ e [ ==

Q}) / /. _ Background: On Friday, June 14 in the New York Times an article
\3; & g {; appeared which linked NOW with the Valerie Solanis case and with
\u /‘lﬂu SCUM (Society for Cutting up Men). The article implied that NOW
B) / 't/ considers Valerie Solanis a heroine to feminists and quoted
//. ‘é remarks by Ti-Grace Atkinson and Florynce Kennedy as NOW repre-
P sentatives appearing in support of Valerie Solanis at a court
/f}\@x =5 hearing. )
/ /:? In fact, neither NOW,nor NOW-New York has even considered
A this case or taken any stand; (therefore the members mentioned above
tq/make,staimmuyxts;ahgut the casé,g$\“““' B :
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 1968
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By MARYLIN BENDER

JALERIE SOLANAS, the
28-year-old actress-writer
who is charged with shooting
Andy Warhol, the pop artist
and underground filmmaker,
on June 3, was cast yester-
day in the role of a heroine
of the revitalized feminist
movement.
Two representatives of

NOW (National Organization

for Women), which secks
“true equality for women,”
appeared in State Supreme
Court maintaining that Miss
Solanas was being prejudi-
cially treated because she is
a woman. Her actions are
politically, not sexually, mo-
tivated, they said.

Miss Solanas was charac-
terized as “one of the most
important spokeswomen of

L I = R T

the feminist movement” by
her lawyer, Florynce R. Ken-
nedy, who moved for a writ
of habeas corpus on the
ground that she is being im-
properly ‘detained in the psy-
chiatric ward of Elmhurst
City Hospital in Queens.

“She has been called a
female Genct, but she has
not been taken seriously,”
Miss Kennedy told State Su-
preme Court Justice Thomas
Dickens, who denied the mo-
tion and sent Miss Solanas
back to the hospital for fur-
ther tests.

Clad in the beige chinos,
gold sweater, navy turtle
neck and blue sneakers she
was wearing when she sur-
rendered to the police in
Times Square, Miss Solanas
made several vociferous
statements in the courtroom
about her treatment by the
press and psychiatrists.

Miss Kennedy, who once
represented H. Rap Brown,
the black power leader, is a
member of NOW’s most mili-
tant affiliate, the New York
chapter. A black and red but-
ton inscribed with “Freedom
for Women” was pinned to
her brown hat.

The president of the New
York chapter, Ti-Grace At-
kinson, was also in the
courtroom. Miss Atkinson, a
willowy blond divorcee who
is a doctoral candidate in
political philosophy at Co-
lumbia University, wore her
“Freedom for Women” but-
ton pinned to her dress. She

said she had never met Miss
Solanas but was concerned
with the “injustice meted out
by law . . . against accused
women.”

Miss  Atkinson repeated
the comparison between Miss
Solanas and Jean Genet, a

| French writer who has spent

Valerie Solanas a Heroine ‘o Feminists

most of his life in prison and
who links power with sex-
uality. Miss Solanas had
shown Mr. Warhol a play she
had written about a man-
hating panhandler. It ends
with a mother strangling her
son. Miss Solanas had also
played a lesbian in the War-
hol film “I, A Man.”

Answering a series of
questions submitted to her
behind the locked gates of
the psychiatric ward yester-
day afternoon, Miss Solanas
said:

“Genet just
spite  what Sartre and
DeBeauvoir, two over-rated
windbags, say about the ex-
istential implications of his
work. I, on the other hand,
am a social propagandist.”
She also described herself
as “a superfeminist” and “a
revolutionary.”

She said that her goals
were stated in the SCUM
manifesto she composed last
year, which she
submit as her legal brief at
her tria. SCUM is an
acronym for “Society for
Cutting Up Men.” The mani-
festo calls for the overthrow
of the government and the
elimination of the male sex.
Miss Solanas denied yester-
day that she meant elimina-
tion by murder.

“I think she means that
men control society and look
what a mess they have
made,” Miss Kennedy said.

She predicted that many
other explosive actions by
women would take place in
the coming months.

“The woman thing is go-
ing to be like the campus
thing,” she said. “Women
may be the third force to
link up with youth and black
people.” ) .
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