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A D V E R T I S E M E N T .

THIS hiftory, taking in fuch a variety
of facts and opinions, has grown under
my hand; elpecially as in writing I can-
not avoid entering into fome defultory
difquifitions, and deferiptions of manners
and things which, though not frictly ne-
ceflary to elucidate the events, are inti-
mately connected with the main object ;
I have allo been led into feveral theoretical
inveftigations, whilft marking the poli-
tical effects that naturally tow from the
progrefs of knowledge. It is probable,
theretore, that this work will be extended
to two or three more volumes, a confi-
derable part of which is already written.

PREFACE.
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cobwebs to catch fmall flies. Accultomed to be
(  3 5 3  )

punited themfelves for every trifle, and often foredicine there is a {pecies of complaint in the
only being in the way of the rich, or their para- hovels which works its own cure, and, leaving
fites; when, in fact, had the Parifians feen the i body healthy, gives an invigorated tone to the

execution of a noble, or prieft, though convictedof crimes beyond the daring of vulgar minds? ration of its regeneration continues, the ex-of crimes beyond the daring of vulgar minds? ritation of its regeneration continues, the ex-
*em, fo there is in politics: and whilft the

When juftice or the law is fo partial, the day rementitious humours exuding from the con-of retribution will come with the red fky of minated body will excite a general diflike and

guilty. The mob were barbarous beyond thevengeance, to confound the innocent with the tempt for the nation; and it is only the phi-

tiger's cruelty: for how could they truft a court ophical eye, which looks into the nature and
that had fo often deceived them, or expect to fee sighs the confequences of human actions, that
its agents punilhed, when the fame meafuresfill be able to difeern the caufe, which has pro-
were purfuing? aced fo many dreadful effects.

Let us caft our eyes over the hiftory of man,
and we fhall fcarcely find a page that is not tar-
nilhed by fome foul deed, or bloody tranfaction.
Let us examine the catalogue of the vices of men
in a favage ftate, and contraft them with thofe of
men civilized; we hall find, that a barbarian,
confidered as a moral being, is an angel, com-
pared with the refined villain of artificial life
Let us inveftigate the caufes which have producer

this degeneracy, and we thall difcover, that they
END OF THE FIRST VOLUMI.are thole unjuit plans of government, which have

been formed by peculiar circumitances in every
part of the globe. ? Then let us coolly and im-
partially contemplate the improvements, which
are gaining ground in the formation of principles
of policy; and I flatter myfelf it will be allowed
by every humane and confiderate being, that a
political fyftem more fimple than has hitherto ex-
ifted would effectually check thofe afpiring fol-
lies, which, by imitation, leading to vice, have
banifned from governments the very fhadow of
juffice and maynanimity.

Thus had France grown up, and fickened on
the corruption of a ftate difeafed. But, as in

medicine
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