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PREFACE.
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P R E F A C E .

WHEN it was determined, in 1854, that a Military Force should leave
this country and proceed up the Mediterranean, to aid the Turks, should it be
necessary, in resisting the advance of a Russian Army then threatening Bulgaria,

was requiredtol immediately provide an adequate MedicalStaff,
the amount of stores likely to be wanted for hospital purposes. If I had been
given to understand when I received this intimation
to be employed on the duties which are usually exacted of soldiers in times of
peace,I should have had no difficulty in deciding what I ought to furnish, but
the having been on the contrary led to expect that they would probably soon
be engaged in the field, in conflict with an enemy, caused me both much con-
sideration and anxiety, the more especially as neither myself nor any of the
officers of the Department had, from personal experience, a knowledge of all
that would probably be found necessary for the wants of sick and wounded
during a European war.

The untowardto require into reed positione Dephich 1 found myself led me immediatelyof the Department to be searched, in a hope that they
might, by supplying information in reference to the events which were observed
and the wants that arose during the campaigns in Spain and Portugal, afford
what under existing circumstances w a s so greatlyneeded. The search,
however, proved unproductive, as only two or three valueless documents were
found,which merely indicated thenumber of Staff Medical Officers serving
in Spainduring a fewmonths of 1812. The only efforts, then, I was able
to maketo secure satisfactory information, having failed, I was constrained
to depend entirely on my own judgment, and I am warranted, I think,
believingthat the provision I made would in no respect have been insufficient
had not Cholera, in a severe form, a circumstance not to be foreseen, assailed the
Army in July and continued to prevail, with periods of intermission, nearly as

long as theTroops remained in the Crimea. The list of medicines, medical
comforts, and hospital stores will show the enormous provision it was necessary
to make, chiefly on account of the great severity of the disease mentioned, and
of the at one time almost universal occurrence of Diarrhoa.

The doubts and undescribable anxieties which resulted from the absence of
all details calculated to instruct, under the existing circumstances, led me early
to determine that my successor should, provided I continued in office till the
termination of the war,never have to encounter the many difficulties and
perplexities which had fallen to my share.
in 1855,

This resolve was made known early
both to the Minister for War and the late Lord Hardinge,then

Commander-in-chief, by both of whom the intentionwas encouraged and the
resolution approved.
Descriptive Index What I proposed was :?1st. To have prepared a Précis 01

of all  lettersbearing on matters relating to the Army
dispatched of réceived by me between the 11th February, 1854, the day on
which I received the notice, to which I have already referred, and the final
evacuation of the Crimea after the restoration of peace; and 2ndly. To secure
an analysis of the professional documents and returns which might be forwarded
to this Office, during or immediately after the war, by the Medical Officerso f
the Army, and so have, at any time, the means of easily ascertaining all that
had operated to the prejudice of health, as well as the diseases and wounds
from which the troops had suffered, and the treatment that had proved the
most beneficial in each affection, in fact, a Medico-Chirurgical History of the
War.

Knowing as I did how much would require to be noted in these compi-
lations, and consequently, how voluminous and comparatively valueless they
would prove, if they existed only in manuscript, I took an early opportu-
nity to express my suspicions to Lord Panmure, who immediately consented that
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