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Woir HALL CAINE

S Rccollections of Rossettd

/
glgzl%lﬁl;fAND ASQUITH
Reflections, 1852-1927

ll\ge&?:;ninghm 2 volumes, £2 2s. net the set

FRANZ SCHUBERT: The Man and His Circle

By Newman Fl-ow.er
Coloured Frontispiece an:

5/- net

d 28 plates in Rembrandt. 15/-net

ERNEST RAYMOND: Through Literature to Life
An Enthusiasm and an Anthology 5/ net

THROUGH EUROPE AND THE BALKANS
By Lieut.~Col. P. T. Etherton and A. Dunscombe Allen

32 half-tone plates 12/6 net

THE LANDSCAPE OF THOMAS HARDY

By Donald Maxwell
12 colour plates, line drawings in the text 12/6 net

MEMOIRS OF MADAME DU BARRI
8 half-tone plates

The Seafarers’ Library—Two New Volumes

THE VOYAGES AND TRAVEL OF CAPTAIN
NATHANIEL URING (1726) 3
With Introduction and Notes by Capt. Alfred C. Dewar, R.N.

8 half-tone plates 10/6 net

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD '
By Captain George Shelvocke (1726). With Introductio?

and Notes by W. G. Perrin, F.R.Hist.S.
7 half-tone plates and 1 map 5 10/6 2¢

10/6 net
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CAN YOU %
WATCH OVER ﬁ
700 INVESTMENTS ;ﬁ
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If you were able to distribute your savings among m

700 investments, you would have neither the time nor

the facilities for watching over them. Only if you —

were able to entrust your savings to experts would W

this be possible. It has actually been done by some )e

30,000 small investors pooling their resources in the m

Furst, Second and Third Co-operative Investment

Trusts. With a Board of Experts (Chairman,

Ald. A. Emil Davies, L.C.C.) in touch with con- w

ditions in every imporiant country, these Associations )e

of small investors have funds invested of over m

£3,000,000—risks spread over 700 different in-

vestmenis in 37 countries—reserves built up—and are —

able to pay dividends of 7 per cent. per annum %

without deduction of tax. b.

Full information may be obtained by filling in and ﬁ
X
E
E

bosting the coupon below.

FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD
CO-OPERATIVE INVESTMENT
TRUSTS
BROAD STREET HOUSE, LONDON, E.C-2
Please send me complete information, including
booklet, ‘500 Investments in One.’

Name

Address
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SELECTED BOOKS FROWM
DENT'S EARLY AUTUMN 1 g

-

A HISTORY OF GARDkE%\I ART

IE LUISE GOTHEIN. A work of prime importy
?oy mchaeologiﬁ and the historian, and not less to [h§§§
responsible for the maintenance or construction of d
private and public. Illu&trated with over 680 reprodutions.
handsomely printed and bound, a joy to all lovers of garden;
and fine booEs. Edited by Walter P. Wright. 1,000 pages:
Large Crown dto. Two vols.: £4 4s. met. Prospectys OB frae,

BLAKE'S INNOCENCE & EXPERIENCE

ByJOSEPH H. WICKSTEED. A new analytical Study of the
Songs and MSS. by the author of Blake’s Vision of the Book of
Job. “Teaches us ‘to see in Blake’s wo an unrecognized
wealth of lovely meaning.'—Sunday Times,

‘ With 74 illugr.
tions in colour and half-tone. 21s. ey, Praspectus po free

LETTERS OF MOZART
Seledted by Hans Mersmann and translated by M. M. Bozman.
Intimate, vivacious and dramatic, these letters will appeal alike
to the music-lover, the hiforian and the general reader,
lustrated with portraits in half-tone. 105, 64, per.

PETER WILKINS
By ROBE!_{T PALTOCK. A finely printed edition, illugtrated
by forty bizarre and fanta&tical drawings in colour and black-
and-white by Edward Bawden.

Crown Quarto. 215. net.

BOSW_ELL’lS TOUR TO THE HEBRIDES
sompanion volume to Den's illugtrated Life of Jobnson.
With -drawings by v, H. Caffyn and photogravure prints.
InmmonbyT.RudjﬁeBameu. 7s. 6a'.l:u€ S’rfgnm pf:t free.

TEN NEw VOLUMES

S LIBRARY

Nonsense (No. 813)—The Plain
- Badman, by Johy b litt (814)—Grace Abol;mdiug aig
i 815)—Marriage, by Susan _
gem" (816)—“};,‘0}(1‘!5' J lyulgu(aud).l_o—uit?glal.:gyeRgbert Sm{}b&
) g teenth-(:en P : includi
B LT TRt S tncludig T
our theough o, 208lated by Edgard Fitzgerald (819)—A
(320~821)~£ghnd and Wales, by Daniel Defoe, two vols.
o Ore Fairy Tales, by Hans Andersen (822)-
64 Pﬂgezd: ‘d,:, ok Library Binding 3s. net each.
“Tiptite list of i goo volumes post free.

IN

A New Book fS
ili?k“‘ by “(')illi:?le and

*
Co, s
ALDing Houg’?k& Autumn L it Dpost free
BEDFORD STREET LONDON W.C:2

JONATHAN CAPE %
THIRTY BEDFORD SQUARE

LONDON

. i tiom
General Literature Fictio
x
*
GE
THE ENORMOUS ROOM THE msmA =
¢ by E. E. Commings. 7s. 6d. by Gmat Ri : 3

THE ONE AND THE
OTHER
by Richard Catle.  75. 6d.

THE STRANGE CASE OF

MISS ANNIE SPRAGG
% TION HAPPENED by Louis Bromfield. 7s. 6d.
$ by Hilaire Belloc. 10s. 6d.
NIGHTSEED

LIONS AND LAMBS by H. A. Manhood. 7s. 6d.
& by Low and Lynx. 10s. 6d.

~ THE LIFE OF H.R.H.
g : OF

S THE STAR SPANGLED THE DUKE
;r/&NNER FLAMBOROUGH

& by Beverly Nichols. 7s. 6d. by Laurence Housman. 7s. 6d.

g
& Ulustrated Children's Books

~

$ GREEN MAGIC DR. DOLITTLE’S
¢ Edited by Romer Wilson. GARDEN
3 7s. 6d. by Hugh Lofting. 7s. 6d.
THE STORY OF DR. DOLITTLE
by Hugh Lofting.
Cheap Edition. 3s. 6d.

All prices in the above list are net
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THE
POETICAL WORKkg
OF
ROBERT HERRICK

‘This edition will be published in the 4.
tumn in four Crown 8vyo volumes (5 x
7%), and will be set by hand throughout
in Fell type by The Oxford University
Press, and printed on mould-made paper,
with decorations by ALBERT RuTHER-
sTONand a Preface by HuMBERT WoLFE.
The number of sets will be limited to 750
(of which 725 are for sale), and the price
of each set will be Four Guineas net.

THE CRESSET PRESS LTD
11 Fitzroy Square, London
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IN THE BEGINNING
Br
Norman Douglas

7s. 6d. net

POINT COUNTER POINT
By
Aldous Huxley
600 pages. 10s. 6d. net
THE OLD & THE YOUNG
By
Luigi Pirandello
Transdated by C. K. Scott Moncrieff
2 vols. 7. 6d. net cach

HUMDRUM

By
Harold Acton

7 6d. net
POSTURES
By
Jean Rhys
7= 6d. net
JOSEPH & HIS BRETHREN
B
H. W. Freeman
Witk ¢ profocr by R. H. Moteram
7s. 6d. net

97 & 99 ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2
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TWO BOOKS

OF SPECIAL INTEREST

English Prose
Style
Herbert Read

¢ A most valuable book.'—Spectator.
‘One specially welcomes a book like the
present, which is anthology and expo-
sition in one. Mr. Read has divided his
book into two parts, in the first of which
ke deals with composition or technique,
the handling of language, the instru-
ment; in the second with rhetoric, with
the attitude of mind, the disposition, the
personality which flows into a style and
forms it. The plan could scarcely be
bettered, and is wrought to a finish
which is noble and satisfying—in spite
of plenty of room for differences over
detail, sometimes on points of impor-
tance.’—Manchester Guardian.

Demy 8ro. gs. net

Goethe
and Faust:
An Interpretation

F. M. Stawell and
G. Lowes Dickinson

Faust has an inexhaustible interest and
presents new problems and new fields
for interpretation to every age. This
boc‘)k is an attempt to interpret it by
seeing its relation to Goethe’s life and
.thought as a whole. The authors haye
included sections of thejr own new and
unpublished Verse Translation,

Shortly. About 155. net

G. Bell and Sons, Litd,
\
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our shoulder, ang we
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pers, to the long Pleasures g
comfortable reading, [ty
time to think of oyr book: |

JOHN and EDWi4n|

BUMPUS LTD

Booksellers to His Majesty the Kizg

550 OXFORD STREET, Wi
Telephones: Mayfair 1223, 1224, 1225

TYPEWRITING & REPORTIN

— iting, Reporting and Shorthe!

B Sl o0
tan an

75 Chlgxocu'y hncy?%.gc.z. ' Phome: Centralé

TRAVEL, HOTELS

M1GEL
DEEPDENE,SHANKLIN, ISLE OFWI
—Vegetarian Guest Hoﬁu;e. 'Si:l:’ﬂaﬂpﬂvz
balconies,commanding fine view.Gardes,
Close to town and sea. Mrs. Wynne.
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HTED STATES
ALICE IN THE DELIG With 12 plates, . 6d. net
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ARD with -
By EDW. ‘HOPE.d delightful nonsense, packed only imitation of
!lm?‘?v‘“&m"’“m&:mmmﬂwmm
i:nddd:etnitadSum

- application. It is
Coulton Eileen Power, of which a may be had on e
. : : standard-bearer,
aﬁm&.n::mdmeﬁedlw his own and
age of chivalry and love.
PENSEES AND LETTERS .
By JOSEPH JOUBERT. Translation and Introduction by F. S. Flint. 10s. Gdf::
Among French writers who have never received full " nmnq-E:ghnd.mc
musinm-uti:gnjmbat,'bom-theqnhln,-'hmy.a:.ncmg
highest. This selection aims at giving all that is most significant in him.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ANALYTICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Bl{xﬂcdcéﬁg‘muﬂ&hvdmddhumwm ung’s
well-known 1 ies them
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Wherever
the right peoPle

the right cigarette_
DE RESZKEF

-Of COUI’SC!

1t 35 true that De Resske Virginias cost only 1/- for 20
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It’s a sad and shameful thing to turn
the stroke at golf into a mathematical
formula—but it can be done. There
are four separate transverse strains,
two on each foot, from the beginning
of the stroke to the end of the follow
through. Each of these strains has its
resisting converse in the corrugation

on the sole of this Lotus golf shoe.
B The sole of this shoe is applied
46/6 10 52/6  mathematics. Itisasuccessful Q.E.D.
Good shoes deservegood  And the result is that in these shoes
treaiment; the bess e 2
treatmens is the use of ~ YOU WOR't slip—or even feel as if you

Lotus polishes. might slip.

»AGENTS EVERYWHERE
LoTus, LTD., STAFFORD & Northampton.
LonDoN (Whelesale only) 103 Oxford St. (Tel Regems 0742)
Also at Bush Building, 130 West 42nd St., New York, U.S.A.
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LIFE AND LETTERS

THE EDITOR

LITERARY TABOOS

Since the last number of Life & Letters appea.u’cd an event
has occurred which a magazine of this kind ought o
discuss, namely, the suppression of Miss Radclyffe Hall’s
The Well of Loneliness. This novel was attacke.td as a
poisonous production by a Sunday newspaper; its pub-
lisher then appealed for advice to the Home Secretary,
who indicated in reply that it must be withdrawn from
circulation. And this was immediately done. The Home
Secretary’s letter has not been published, but we may
take it for granted that it was emphatic. There was, of
course, no legal authority behind such a letter com-
pelling the publisher to obey: he could have waited till
the book was prosecuted and fought the matter in the
Courts, but presumably he was told pretty frankly that he
would lose his case. This proceeding is on a par with other
recent interferences with the liberty of the subject in such
matters. Many people have had taken away from them at
the Customs, when returning from abroad, books which
some one has decided are not good for them. Though there

is a law which enables the Post Office as a Public Service
to refuse to carry literature declared to be indecent, why
should the law forbid a private person to carry a book
which he has bought for his own use? He may not sell an

indecent book, but it is not yet a criminal offence to
possess one.




LIFE & LETTERS

330 ill has been laid

- aad,  Bill bas been laid. g,

E'N;Yr’llélaﬂ:g the Censorship of Publications § i b
1€

. is a board of five members to advise thelll, Wy
?P gluns tice, who shall henceforth have tp, Mlnisw
ofindecency s and. " the word indecent’, I quot, th N
(gpall be construed as mclufimg calculateq eBy
sexual passion or t0 suggest Or incite to sexya] i exgj,
or in any other way t0 corrupt or deprave’, Anmoralitf
bringing, without a special permit, such a oo Y Pery,
into Ireland will be liable henceforth to a fine ?r pa
six months’ imprisonment. No book or newspg % Lo
advocates ‘or which might reasonably be super Wwhig
advocate’. birth control, or which contains ap Pposed o
‘to any disease affecting the generative orgagsregerlma
sex... or to the prevention of irregularities of of eithe
ation .. . or to treatment’, shall henceforth b mensty,
into the country! e alloye

People in Engiand no |
0 . :
goes on in Ireland, but thenger take much notice of what

thoroughly they age carper ¢, Lterested to see oy

» Presumably, for their ;
ek ) CIr Interest in public morals

iil:;zllet:; ' on the I::g‘;eigzpy fc.) £ The Times which cor
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A t0 thoge bchig:gﬂy foolish ang T stioe BlleL
oS mployeg ix(: more surreptitious and mo¢
e Quest i country, it is worth while
ROk Censorship. I therefor
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submit the following reflections to the consideration of
my readers.

THE YOUNG PERSON

with the best book, yea, or without book.
MiLtoN (Arespagitica).

1 remember many Years ago travelling in a railway-
carriage full of undergraduates. One of them drew a
ket, which he handed round for

photograph from his poc hh :
inspection. I waited with some curiosity for it to reach my

neighbour so that I, too, could sec_what- was provoking
some signs of sly and salacious delight: 1t was a photo-
graph of a Sir Joshua lady. This was an instance of a
truth which many readers’ memories will probably con-
firm (I certainly might have deduced it from my own),
namely, that human beings, in certain circumstances, will
seek anywhere for something to stimulate their lubricity,
or at certain ages to satisfy their curiosity. If the most
rigid censorship were exercised over fiction and poetry in
sex matters, any poem or novel which went a step beyond
the confines of a Bibliothéque Rose would still be sought out
for that purpose. In a novel which has recently appeared,
which is a study of American adolescence, The Rampant
Age, by Robert S. Carr (Heinemann. 7s. 6d.), you will
find the boys looking for stimulus in The Idylls of the King:
‘they pretty nearly do some hot neckin’ in a couple of
places, only they never quite make it,” one of them re-
marks, after reading Lancelot and Elaine. You cannot keep
ropks out of a park by shutting the gates. Some would not
wish even these facts about adolescence to be known:
V}ﬂg&n'ty is not pleasant. But the facts bear on this most
vital question. If we are prepared to sacrifice the ad-
vantages of free-writing, we must be certain, first, that it

< A fool will be a fool

L e
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is any use. Is anyone prepared to prosecute T, I,
the King? il o

WHY PEOPLE DO NOT WANT CE
MATTERS DISCUSSED Al

The behaviour of the Gensor of Plays is instructiy,
point. Apart from rules limiting the vocabuy] e;;n thiy
wrights, he is guided by certain taboos. Pla;sry Ot play.
deal with certain subjects. He has a considerab] m;;lst ot
pl:lbllc opinion behind him. Many PeoplEnot oxfl ody of
wish to see such plays themselves, butalso to rev y do not
from seeing them., Why-? Before Beman s prevent Othe[s
rather difficult : PUng to answer thj
question, let us watch the behavioyr of the

the performance of Ihsen’s

Damaged Goody 34 su’ue perf?rmCd. The case of Brieux’s
lecture on 1more instructive, It was, in effect, 2
p forbade ook €rs of venereal disease "I‘he Censor
Military reyqq sjir 1t; but during the w.ar when for
gvas desirah]e (thoy e}_,spread knowledge on tilat subject
efore), the perfo rmg » of course, it was desirable also
thhat AN We dedyy, a;ce of this play was encouraged:
itseie{l§orshi ?Clea:ly 0:}1: this behaviour on the part of

113 decisig s What thepe ; et i
Justify thens’ & Prnciple, o, i oy
Mug; ch as can even pretend 1©

the th; ling of ;
Inker, New Play e arust, the social reformer and
T, on the same topics cO™”

the dang

a S, hOWevC

- e
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tinue to be liable to the same treatment, for the motive
is to avoid as much ‘unpleasantness ’ as possible. And this
brings us back to the question, Why do people wish
certain questions not to be discussed? The emotional
force behind such objection derives, it appears to me,
from two sources. Society is genuinely afraid of moral
results which may follow from discussion, and, secondly,
in some cases this fear is enormously strengthened by its
bad conscience. There are many questions which people
are reluctant to see raised because they are not certain
if their own attitude towards them is honest, or what it
really is, and to ascertain that would complicate life and
entail a painful candour towards themselves. This is not
a respectable reason for maintaining a taboo, but it is one
of the reasons why taboos are backed by a specially
strong emotion in matters concerned with sex. Examples
of a bad conscience having prevented discussion in
other directions can be found. Take only one: when, in
1848, a Public Health Bill was before Parliament, The
Economist (a most enlightened paper, under a most en-
lightened editor) attacked it on orthodox laissez faire
principles, but refused to discuss details, on the ground
that to do so would involve printing many offensive
words. Society did not want to be reminded of the results
of its own neglect of the housing problem: incest, animal
promiscuity, filthy sanitary conditions, disease. Bad con-
science consequently took the form of feeling that to use
words which described the facts was an anti-social offence.
The man, be he novelist or pamphleteer, who clears dirt
out of the corners of a room into the middle of it where it
can be seen, is always liable to be accused of having made
the mess himself, and to be treated as an enemy of society
n consequence. Such moral indignation on the part of
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33 :
the public is not, of course, the sign of moral g

but of a bad conscience. Vicg,
MORE RESPECT-WORTHY FEARS AN .

But the desire to keep others in ignorance of facts bo
human nature or society does not spring alone fma %
above cause. Ithas also a more respect-worthy foundm‘the
If certain topics are debated, even with detachmeniuon'
discretion, and even if the conclusions reached ar .

proved, still, the mere fact of airing them will, jt is fe i
destroy a proper abhorrence of them. Thir; s o
felt to be utterly evil so long as they are u'cate§ asatre %ﬂly
to bg mentioned. This, I think, is tr 1S i il
f}?:t irsntlaeutz3 gei t‘l;; itame terrified aversion from anything
_ en about openly. I believe this to be

Suppress, if they cq
novel, E,xtraorz'na Ul(;t,]also Mr. Compton Mackenzie’s last
cry of lonelip egg &U omeén; although that book is not 2
ment, but ap ¢ O o€ caught in an abnormal predica-
muddleg Whic}?posure ofthe r asping and mean emotional
95¢ who wish a;e consequences of it. Now, granted that
3 large 4 numbelfn amta‘m_ literary taboos in order that
continye t foq to a5 possible of the community may
"ame king ofinsﬁn;v;r 4 many manifestations of sex the
PEOPle toyargy exc Ve abhorrence which is felt by clead
tigipa, O :)men.t —an abhorrence which is apt
cqt‘es‘mn sti remrthmes into a kind of fascination—
Wardy anythip, ™ Is abhorrence the best att

which morality not only co™
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demns but wishes to cure? We should not think well of a
; tor whd encouraged in himself those revulsions which
::: thought appropriatc in a nice person. And if Lh'e
retort follows: We are not all doctors, the reply to that is
that so far as our own moral lives are concerned we are,
and that, though others may help us, every teacher of
humanity since the world began has insisted that our cure
lies in our own hands. Knowledge of omdv& .and human
nature is therefore necessary to us, \.vhlle panic fears are,
as every psychologist or spiritual director knows, worse
than useless. The ground for wishing to suppress certam
books is that they put ideas into people’s heads whfch, SO
would-be Censors think, would never have otherwise got
there. This is not by any means always true—but let that
pass. Do they never stop to reflect that for some cases in
which this may happen there may be others in which the
same book discovers to men and women the direction in
which they are unconsciously going and do not wish to
go? No: knowledge is to be kept away from as many as
possible, for fear knowledge should breed tolerance, and
this fear has led to the suppression of even scientific
books. The case of Havelock Ellis’s book on The Psychology
of Sex, recognized throughout the world as work of the
first order, is instructive. It was not meant for general
circulation, but it was suppressed because it might be
read as a stimulus to sex excitement.

THE CASE OF HAVELOCK ELLIS

It will be as well to quote a passage from his writings,
which shows the spirit in which he undertook these
illVCSﬁgations;
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¢Now that I have at length reached the tim. vt
my results, these results scarcely seem to m: lf::gl;eann,mg 0 pupjy
hoped to settle problems for those who came after.- S youth, 1 hag
_contentif I do little more than state them. For eve : trlllow Tam Quie)
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rtly because the sexual impulse normally develops

s the intellectual impulse, not in the early years of
tive habits might be formed. And there

d foolish friend who is prepared still
t a meal every other day! Eat twelve
meals a day! Never eat fruit! Always eat grass! The advice emphati-
cally given in sexual matters is usually not less absurd than this.
When, however, the matter is fully open, the problems of food are
not, indeed, wholly solved, but everyone is enabled by the experience
of his fellows to reach some sort of situation suited to his own case.
And when the rigid secrecy is once swept away, a sane and natural
reticence becomes for the first time possible.”
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life, when wholesome 1nstinc
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is always SO £
= er to muddle things. Ea

He goes on to say that secrecy has not always been main-
tained, and ‘that when the Catholic Church was at the
cummit of its power and influence, it fully realized the
magnitude of sexual problems, and took an active and
enquiring interest’. He gives as an instance of such

treatises Sanchez’s De Matrimonio, in which the whole
sexual life of men and women is analysed in its relation-
ships to sin. ‘Everything is set forth, as clearly and con-
cisely as it can be—without morbid prudery or morbid
sentiment—in the coldest scientific language.” In spite of
that and of being written from a theological point of view,
such a book would not escape now the fate of Mr.
Havelock Ellis’s The Psychology of Sex. There would be the
same risk of its being read with the wrong motive.

On May 27th 1898, a disguised detective bought a copy
of The Psychology of Sex from the publisher, Mr. George
‘Bedb(_’rough, who was then put in jail and charged with

P“b_hshing an obscene libel with the intention of cor-
l‘ﬁl:lphng the morals of Her Majesty’s subjects’. The case
ac:uy came up at the Central Criminal Court. (Fora full
5 ount of the proceedings, see Havelock Ellis, by Houston

eterson, Allen & Unwin.) The accused pleaded guilty,
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WHY?
qeF ible to keep seX out of fiction, drama, and
GL e Itisalso impossible to ensure

isputes that.
S o 1Ex)1 which it is treated will be approved
which strikes one person as harmless,
decent. And not only has every short
eriod had its own standard of reticence, but at any one
ferent groups of people have had different stand-
It is so of course to-day. Nevertheless,
ate a vague agrecment (very vague it

this or that treatment of a subject is
f opinion exercises a

by all. A passage
seems tO ano

time di
ards of decency-
there is at any T
certainly is) that
reprchensible. Such a consensus O
most powerful influence upon literature at any moment.
It sets the tone; though there have always been some
authors who have flown in the face of it—usually with the
approval of a few, and the disapproval of many. Literary
history shows, however, that this general consensus is
always changing; and since mankind preserves the litera-
ture of the past, books of every degree of licence exist
together. Therefore, unless one generation is prepared to
destroy its literary heritage, and, say, to insist that
Sh'a#CSpcarc is only to be published in expurgated
editions, and some masterpieces not allowed to circulate, it
seems hardly worth while to call in the police to prevent
a contemporary author going half-way as far as older
;Uthors in over-stepping the conventions of the moment.
Rt l\)/Vas ludicrous on the part of the countrymen of
esa clais to penalize Flaubert for writing Madame Bovary,
Sop;maclllly as a few years later ‘the general tone’ altered
bookub . that it was quite impossible to insist upon the
¥ eing any longer banned. ‘The tone” is changing
ery rapidly in England to-day, both in literature and in
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ossibility that such a book may be of service,
to recognize traits in themselves and in
know more surely where they are? Again,
these abnormal tendencies are mixed, as
ormal instincts in normal people, with
emotions which the abnormal person recognizes as the
noblest he; Of she, is capable of feeling, ought not their
fellow human beings to know this? If people are treated
a5 inhuman monsters, they become monNSters; and what is
more Serious; those who mistakenly think themselves ab-
normal (in youth this mistake is easy) conceive themselves
as only fitted to associate with those who really are. The

e suppressed the

11 be flooded with them, is empty. A
ver. In my youth, when the tone of

curiosity sale is soon O
the times was stricter both in conversation and in print,

Moll Flanders and translations of Maupassant and Flaubert
were purchased and read furtively for the sake of the
suggestions a few passages might carry to an eager
curiosity. Now those books are read, as they ought to be,
for their merits. The same thing would happen in the
case of such books as The Well of Loneliness. History shows
that only those communities have flourished in which men
were allowed to pool their experience and comment
freely on life, and that the suppression of freedom 1is 2
graver risk to civilization than the circulation of any

particular book to morality.
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