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C F U s a l e m , Pal les t ing

T O T ,

April 22, 1895.

! hereby certify from personal knowledge that Rev

H. B. Greene has been in Palestine for several months,

a n d that dur ing this time be bas been making large col-

lections of flowers of the Holy Land.

q u e t .
A D i v i n e [ 3 o u

f P a l e s t i n e . a n d h e a r d s e r m o n s a b o u t
a n d l o n g e l

O U have al l seen m a p s 0 :

x Pa les t ine , a n d s u n g h y m n s a b o u r a a t a n e n a y b ei t y i P a l e s t i n e , 3

for t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f s e e i n g i ea
t h e f i r s t t i m e y o u h a v e e v e r h e l d a p a r t o f P a l e s t i n e i n

T h e s e are n o t p i c t u r e s o f f l o w e r s : a n y e n g r a y e r
? s p u n , a n d

ive y o u t h e m , b u t t h e s e w e r e w r o u g h t , a n d spun,
v e r s w e r e

y o u r h a n d .

painter can §
c o l o r e d b y t h e h a n d o f God. T h e a n c e s t o r s o f t h e s e f l o v

touched b y Moses a n d S o l o m o n , a n d P a u l a n d C h r i s t . T h r o u g h

the m o s t o f t h e yea r t h e H o l y L a n d i s a l l a b l u s h w i t h f l o r a l o p u -

lence. Y o u f i nd a l l t h e r o y a l f a m i l y o f f l o w e r s t h e r e , s o m e t h a t

you supposed i n d i g e n o u s t o t h e f a r N o r t h , a n d o t h e r s i n d i g e n o t s

to t h e far S o u t h ? t h e d a i s y and? h y a c i n t h , c r o c u s a n d a n e m o n e ,

t u l i p and w a t e r - l i l y , g e r a n i u m a n d r a n u n c u l u s , m i g n o n e t t e a n d

sweet m a r j o r a m . I n t h e c o l l e c t i o n a t B e y r o u t y o u m a y see e i g h t e e n

h u n d r e d k i n d s o f H o i y L a n d f l o w e r s : w h i l e a m o n g t r e e s a r e t h e

oak o f frozen c l i m e s , a n d t h e t a m a r i s k o f t h e t r o p i c s , w a l n u t a n d
w i l l o w , i v y a n d h a w t h o r n , ash a n d e l d e r , p i n e a n d s y c a m o r e .

have s o n e H o w e r s ? T h e y are t h e a n g e l s o f t h e g r a s s . T h e y a l l

w h i r l w i n d s speak, t h e s h r i e k » a r e n r a e y f u n d e r s w h e n t h e
r o a r : b u t w h e n the f l o w e r s se k t nen t h e c a t a r a c t s s p e a k , t h e y

; s p e a k , t h e y a l w a y s w h i s p e r . Take thi
f l o ra l a l b u m t o some quiet pla 1 h . P a k e t h i s
have d i f f e r e n t heanes! P ce anc l i s t e n . S o m e o f t h e f l o w e r s

t ized i n B i b l e ti $s n o w f r o m t h o s e w i t h w h i c h t h e y w e r e b a p -
mes , b u t t h e c h a n g e o f n a m e h a s Pp

beauty o r a r o m a o r sugges t i veness . ?T has n o t c h a n g e d t h e i r

not d o a l o v e l i e r t h i n g t h a n to p a t c h i H E C H R I S T I A N H E R A L D c a n -
o f its f r iends p u t t h i s d i v i n e b o u i

t i ends and p a t r o n s . ?The f loy d u e t i n t o t h e h a n d s
v e r m a r k s t h e e x a c t l i n e b e t w e e n

t h e m a t e r i a l w o r l d a n P a . « « «a n d t h e s i r i t u a l w o r l d H e a v e n a n d e a r t hs t

I n e e t a t t h e w h i t e p i l l a r o f t h e c a l l a - l i l y ?
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s i a t i c u s ) , S s e a r ] l a r r e r t h a n t h e AA s i a u s a s s c a r l e t a n d a r g h a r n e m o fe

n e . B e ?oree t h eB u t t e r c u p fades t h e c o m m o t
u e s t h e c o l o r , A t t h e s a m e t i m e a e OEP ( i e P a v e r Rhaeas) contin.

s c a r l e t , P h e a s a n t ' s E y e ( A d o n i c P a l e ler blossoms o f br i l l iant

t h e v i l l ages , a n d t h e Passion E v e r l n t i n r o w i n g most ly about

n e u m ) g r o w i n g o n l y a m o n g t h e t h o r n Fa n d r y s u m Sangui-
, ° .

W h e r e v e r a s m a l l t r a c t o f l and is u n t o u c h e d b a t t h e Nile.

f l o w e r s a b o u n d and assume d u r i n g the shor t sr i n ne P low these
w h i t e , sca r l e t , y e l l o w , b l ue , p i n k a n d m i x e d n t h eh e u n t i e colors,

. . eaut i fu l l i t t le
grasses o u g h t a lso t o be m e n t i o n e d . A l l th is beauty givest o th
c o u n t r y fo r a b o u t t h r e e m o n t h s the ra re freshness that m a k e s i t a

§ se, the sun m o u n t s h i g h e r i n the heavens, causing
t h e p l a n t s t o w i t h e r , t h e grass to d r y , a n d fo r the rest o f the year
t h e w h o l e l a n d l o o k s d r y a n d deser t l i ke .

One m o r e r e g i o n , t h e J o r d a n V a l l e y , a l l o f w h i c h lies below
t h e sea leve l . H e r e is a h o t a n d w i n t e r l e s s cl imate, g i v i ng rise

t o a v e g e t a t i o n o f r e m a r k a b l e charac te r , somewhat l i ke that o f
E g y p t . A r e g i o n n o w ba r ren o n l y because t h e water nature pro-

v ides goes t o waste. I n o t i c e d a l o n g t h e banks o f the Jordan the
t a m a r i s k , w i l l o w and p o p l a r trees A t J e r i c h o st i l l g row the syca-

m o r e a n d t h e p a l m , T h e S p i n a C h r i s t i is here cu t d o w n and used as

hedges . T h e B a l m of fers i t s h e a l i n g t o weary p i lg r ims . I n t h e

v a l l e y g r o w s t h e ?Oshr-Asc lep ias Procera , a p lan t charac ter is t i c o f
t h e Sahara, t h e b l o o d - r e d Paras i t ic L o r a n t h u s and the genuine

A f r i c a n P a p y r u s A n t i q u o r u m . .
T h e r e is n o m o n t h w h e n w i l d - f l o w e r s c a n n o t be found ins o m e

p a r t o f t h e H o l y L a n d . Dr . T r i s t r a m is h i sc a r e f u lc a t a l o g u e a n o r
f o u r t e e n h u n d r e d species, a f f o r d i n g a r i ch a n d in te res t ing field fo

the botanist.

x t O r ¢ t n e .

C h e l m s f o r d , Mass .

She W i l d R l o w e r s

of the @ b r i s t - a n d .

T h e F l o r a t P r o c e s s i o n .

e h )i f ? @ I K E t h e s o f t s h a d o w o f a c l o u d t h a t

we l i n g e r s b u t a b r i e f m o m e n t , t h e f l o w e r s
o f P a l e s t i n e come a n d go, b u t w i t h a

g l o r y so s w i f t t h a t i t dazz les a n d be-
w i l d e r s one w h o f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e ob-

serves t h i s p e c u l i a r i t y o f t h e S y r i a n

landscape. T h i s f l o r a l p rocess ion , so

b r i l l i a n t a n d ye t so r a p i d in i t s m a n y -

hued changes, i s f o u n d i n i t s h i g h e s t

pe r fec t i on i n t h e H o l y L a n d . T h e r e

the w i l d f l owe rs s p r i n g u p , as i t were,

in a n i g h t ; t h e y w a v e t h e i r c o u n t l e s s

blossoms, d i f f use a r i c h f r a g r a n c e ac ross

f i e l d and p l a i n , a n d then , a l m o s t w h i l e
you gaze i n w o n d e r a n d a d m i r a t i o n a t t h e l o v e l y s i g h t ,

t h e y w i t h e r and die. A s i f b y e n c h a n t m e n t , o t h e r s ar ise

to take the i r places, a n d t h e f i e l d o r va le o r h i l l s i d e t h a t

on l y a few days ago w a s a sea o f w a v i n g y e l l o w , m a y

to-morrow be a masso f n o d d i n g b lue, w h i t e o r v i v i d sca r le t ,
accord ing to t h e o rde r o f the f l o ra l p rocess ion a n d t h e

Season o f the year. I n o u r o w n l a n d , a m a j o r i t y o f t h e
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(Hetichrysum Sanguincum).
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U i T u o w e r s OF T a u e s t i n e .

H, beauteous flowers o f Palestina, f l i ng ing

Sweet, subtle odors round you everywhere ;

Ye come l ike holy angels, wi th you bringing

Bright memories o f that sacred land, so f a r .

Where blooms the Rose o f Sharon, and resplendent

Judean lilies glow and sc in t i l l a te?

Shed o'er the earth a lustrea l l transcendent,

Reign proud ly in the grandeur o f thetr state.

A n d , f r o m the hallowed scenes o f sacred story, LO \

The words o f Christ f loat on theperfumed breeze,

?* E?en Solomon in a l l his wondrous glory,

Was not arrayed in splendor such as these.??

We love to seeyou, as with glorious lustre,

A l l interwreathed and intertwined y o u shine,

For flowers like these, perchance, adorned the pathway

O f Footsteps sinless, holy, and divine.

CHRISTINA B, FREEMAN.

W I L D F L O W E R S OF P A L E S T I N E .


