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In recent  years Margaret  Atwood's
work has appeared of ten in the l i ter-

a ry  magaz ines ,  and she was one o f
the most  s t r ik ing cont r ibutors  to  the

Ryerson Press anthology, Poetry 64.
Her development has been remark-

a b l e  f o r  t h e  p o w e r  o f  h e r  i m a g i n a -
t i o n  a n d  t h e  r a p i d i t y  o f  h e r  g r o w t h
as  a  poe t .  W i th  The  C i r c l e  Game a
col lect ion is presented, important not
on l y  i n  i t s  own  r i gh t  bu t  a l so  as  an
indicator of a considerable reputation
now in  the mak ing.

Ear ly  in  th is  book,  the  reader  w i l l
f i n d  h i m s e l f  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  n e w  e x -

perience, in a poetry with a particular
fascination that leads on from page to
page. To describe its elusive qualities
i s  however  d i f f i cu l t .  Fo r  t he  poems

res i s t  any  a t t emp t  t o  c l ass i f y  t hem
with any rooted, worldly reality. They
form a sh i f t ing,  changing,  l ight -and-
shadow wor ld  o f  the i r  ve ry  own.

The wor ld of  Margaret  Atwood has
i tsel f  known many changes of locale.
W i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  t h e
Mar i t imes ,  she  was  born  in  Ot tawa
(1939) and has l ived at various times

in  Sau l t  S te .  Mar ie ,  Toron to ,  po in ts
in  the Nor thern Ontar io  and Quebec
b u s h ,  V a n c o u v e r a n d  C a m b r i d g e ,
Mass .  We l l  may  she  say  o f  he rse l f ,
" I  don ' t  fee l  reg iona l . "

H e r  p o e m s ,  l i k e  h e r  l i f e ,  d o  n o t
depend on a strong sense of part icu-
lar  p lace.  She of ten invents her  own
p laces ,  and  peop les  t hem w i t h  he r
own characters. Yet in abrupt changes
of scene she makes her readers share

her  v is ion  o f  the  ac tua l  wor ld ,  as  o f
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her private universe, with a feeling
akin to discovery.

The voice behind the poems is that
of a sensitive, brooding young woman
who seems to be living almost at the
edge of crisis, whose normal way of
life breathes an inner excitement. Her
poetry evokes this together with a
sense of mystery, expressed in words
of classic beauty.

Especially in these prosaic times,
i t  is a refreshment to enter a high

poetic imagination through the door
of a f ine style. The readers of The
Circle Game will realize this experi-
e n c e  i n  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  M a r g a r e t
Atwood.
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