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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

I  HAVE to thank cordial ly the public and my
critics for the reception they have given this little
book.

Dealing with a subject that is far removed from
the round of English daily life, it of necessity lacks
the charm that hangs about the ideal representation
of familiar things, and its reception has therefore
been the more kindly.

A word of explanation is necessary. Two strangers
appear on the scene, and some have fancied that in

the second they have again the first, who returns in
a new guise. Why this should be we cannot tell ;
unless there is a feeling that a man should not

appear upon the scene, and then disappear, leaving
behind him no more substantial trace than a mere
book; that he should return later on as husband or

lover, to fill some more important part than that of
the mere stimulator of thought.

Human life may be painted according to two
methods. There is the stage method. According to
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that each character is duly marshalled at first, and
ticketed; we know with an immutable certainty that
at the right crises each one will reappear and act his
part, and, when the curtain falls, all will stand be-
fore it bowing. There is a sense of satisfaction in
this, and of completeness. But there is another
method ? the method of the life we all lead. Here
nothing can be prophesied. ? There is a strange com-
ing and going of feet. Men appear, act and react
upon each other, and pass away. When the crisis
comes, the man who would fit it does not return.
When the curtain falls, no one is ready. When the
footlights are brightest, they are blown out; and what
the name of the play is no one knows. If there sits
a spectator who knows, he sits so high that the players
in the gaslight cannot hear his breathing. Life may
be painted according to either method; but the
methods are different. The canons of criticism that

bear upon the one cut cruelly upon the other.
It has been suggested by a kind critic that he

would better have liked the little book if it had been
a history of wild adventure; of cattle driven into
inaccessible "kranzes " by Bushmen; " of encounters
with ravening lions, and hair-breadth escapes." This
could not be. Such works are best written in Picca-
dilly or in the Strand; there the gifts of the creative
imagination, untrammelled by contact with any furt
may spread their wings.
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But, should one sit down to paint the scenes
among which he has grown, he will find that the
facts creep in upon him. Those brilliant phases and
shapes which the imagination sees in far-off lands
are not for him to portray. Sadly he must squeeze
the color from his brush, and dip it into the gray
pigments around him. He must paint what lies

before him. R. IRON.

JUNE, 1883.



A Delightful New Blue Grass Country Character

A U N T

J A N E  O F  K E N T U C K Y

By ELIZA CALVERT HALL

Illustrated by Beulah Strong. 12mo. Cloth, $1.50

This book, a picture of rural Kentucky life, will evoke
the deepest sympathy from every human heart with
which its characters come in contact. Aunt Jane is a
philosopher in homespun and in her " ricollections" we

see the beauty, the romance, and the pathos that lie in
humble lives.

The humor of the book is softened and refined by being

linked with pathos and romance, and the character draw-
ing is done with a firm hand. Nancy Huston Banks,

the well known author, says it is "a faithful portrayal of

provincial life in Kentucky, but something more than
that too; for the universal note which marks the value of all

creative writing sounds on every page."
Every one is sure to love Aunt Jane and her neighbors,

her quilts and her flowers, her stories and her quaint,

tender philosophy.

LITTLE, BROWN, & CO., PUBLISHERS
254 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON



Far outside the common run of fiction. ? Dial, Chicago

THE WOOD-CARVER

O F  ' L Y M P U S

By M. E. WALLER

Author of " A Daughter of the Rich," etc.

With frontispiece by Chase Emerson. 12mo. 311 pages. $1.50

A strong tale of human loves and hopes set in a back-
ground of the granite mountain-tops of remote New Eng-
land. - Brooklyn Eagle.

Hugh Armstrong, the hero, is one of the pronouncedly high
class character delineations of a quarter century. - Boston
Courier.

It is a book which does one good to read and which is not
readily forgotten; for in it are mingled inextricably the ele-
ments of humor and pathos and also a strain of generous
feeling which uplifts and humanizes. - Harry Thruston Peck,
Editor of The Bookman.

A few books are published every year that really minister
to the tired hearts of this hurried age. They are like little
pilgrimages away from the world across the Delectable Moun-
tains of Good. . . This year it is "The Wood-Carver of
' Lympus.". It is all told with a primitive sweetness that
is refreshing in these days when every writer cultivates the
clever style. - Independent, New York.

The book is as manly as "Ralph Connors," and written with
a more satisfying art. - Amos R. Wells, in Christian Endeavor
World.

LITTLE, BROWN, & CO.,  PUBLISHERS, BOSTON

At all Booksellers'

"Show's Mr. Oppenheim at his Best"

THE MALEFACTOR
By E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM

Author of "A Maker of History," etc. Il lustrated by
F. H. Townsend. 19mo. Cloth, $1.50

A new Monte Cristo. Every page fascinates. - Brook-

lyn Citizen.Spirited, vigorous, mysterious, and, best of all, well-told.

- Boston Transcript.
Possesses l i terary merit far above what is usually

associated with this kind of fiction. - Philadelphia Press.

One of those fascinating stories which grips tightly the
deepest interest of the reader and holds on until the
strange tale is complete. - Syracuse Herald.

Nothing that he has yet produced compares with "The
Malefactor" in point of sheer, absorbing interest. - St.
Paul Pioneer Press.

Constructed with the skill in development of plot and
exciting interest of which the author is an acknowledged
master. - The Outlook, New York.

A story of the strange revenge of Sir Wingrave Seton,
who suffered imprisonment for a crime he did not com-
mit rather than defend himself at a woman's expense.
? Toledo Blade.

LITTLE, BROWN, & CO., PUBLISHERS
254 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON



Mr. Oppenheim's Most Romantic Novel

T H E
M A S T E R  M U M M E R

By E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM

Author of " A Prince of Sinners," "Anna the Adventuress,"

" Mysterious Mr. Sabin," etc.

Illustrated. 309 pages. 12mo. $1.50

Of absorbing interest to those who love a story of action
and romance. ? Chicago Tribune.

There is "go" in Mr. Oppenheim's tales. - New York
Sun.

Shows him at his best. - New York World.
This brill iant imaginative story, with its buoyant

humor, clear-cut characterization, prodigality of inven-
tion, tenderness and pathos, is on many accounts one of
the most distinguished works of fiction of the year. -

Philadelphia North American.
Strongly drawn and thoroughly interesting.Forceful,

convincing, and sustaining in interest. ? Cincinnati En-

quirer.
The girl is a fascinating creation. The hero is vigor-

ously manly. - Pittsburg Times.

LITTLE, BROWN, & CO., PUBLISHERS, BOSTON

At all Booksellers'
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