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Mr.  w.  Van Venthuysen,

O f f i ce  o f  The  Wor l d ,

New York  C i ty .

M y  N e a r  F r i e n d :  - -

Y o u r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  m y  e i g h t y - f i r s t  b i r t h d a y  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h

p leasu re .  I  hope  I  sha l l  have  j us t  so  many ,  and  no  more ,  yea rs  as  my  wo rk

c a n  b e  o f  t h e  u s e f u l  k i n d .

I  do  no t  see  the  Wor ld  regu la r l y  so  do  no t  know how mich  you  a re

d o i n g  f o r  t h e  w o m a n ' s  c a u s e ,  b u t  I  h o p e  a  g r e a t  d e a l .  T h e  l a y  m u s t  b e

approach ing when the whole  wor ld  wi l l  recognize woman as the equal  o f  man

i n  a l l r i gh ts  and  p r i v i l eges  tha t  be long  to  the  c i t i zen .
I s  i t  n o t  a

P  n t  n u r ,
l i t t le queer that  we spread our phi lactr ies over the ocean to,  Hawat i  and

the Phi l ippines to clothe everything wearing the form of manhood with the

r igh ts  o f  c i t i zensh ip  wh i l e  we  w i tho ld  them f ron  i n te l l i gen t ,  cu l t i va ted ,

tax-paying women of the United States?I t  i s  e n o u g h  t o  d r i v e  t h e  w h o l e

sex mad, but  there is  only one Mrs.  Nat ion,  and she f lour ishes her hatchet

t o  g o o d  e f f e c t . L i k e  J o h n  B r o w n  a n d  h i s  n i n e t e e n  m e n ,  w h o  f r i g h t e n e d  t h e
S o u t h  m o r e  t h a n  a l l  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r y m e n ,  s o  M i s .  N a t i o n

w i t h  h e r  h a t c h e t  h a s  d o n e  m o r e  t o  m a k e  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  t r e m b l e  t h a n
a l l  t h e  l a w s  a n d  p r e a c h i n g  p u t  t o g e t h e r .

I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  h a t -

c h e t ,  i s  t h e  w e a p o n  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  b a l l o t  i s ,  a n d  I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,
a s k f o r  t h e  h a l l o t .

W i t h  b e s t  r e g a r d s ,  I  a m ,
Y o u r s  v e r y  s i n c e r e l y ,

Susan B. Anthing


