THE FIRST CONVENTION

EVER CALLED TO DISCUSS THE




DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS.

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one portion of the family of man to assume among the
people of the earth a position different from that which they
have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature

_and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect tothe opinions
of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that
impel them to such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and f
women are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Cre- J
ator with certain inalienable rights, that among these are life, b8
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that to secure these rights \ ?
governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the ,

& consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government N
"~ becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who
suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the o
. institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such 5
~ principles, and organizing its powers in such form as to them ./}
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness,
i Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long estab- i
' lished should not be changed for light and transient causes ;
anc ‘accordingly, all experience hath shown that mank
- more disposed to suffer, ‘while evils are sufferabl
mselves by hing the forms to which the;
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! He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right
to the elective franchise.
He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of
which she had no voice.
He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most
ignorant and degraded men—both natives and foreigners. |
Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elec- |
tive franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the j
i halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides. 1
w. -~ - He has made-her, if married, in theeye of thelaw, civilly - —
dead. : 4
He has taken from her all right in property, even to the ' _;
wages she earns. 5 ' :
- He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can
commit many crimes with impunity, provided they be done in
the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she
is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming,
to all intents and purposes, her master—the law giving him
wer to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastise-
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position, claiming Apostolic authori.ty for her exclusion from
the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public par-
ticipation in the affairs of the Church.. g

He has created a false public sentiment, by giving to the
world a different code of morals for men and women, by which
moral delinguencies which exclude women from society, are not
only tolerated but deemed of little account in man.
~ He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming
it as his right to assign for her a sphere of action, when that
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_belongs to her conscience and to her God.

He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy
her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect,
and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the

people of this country, their social and religious degradation,—

in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women
do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently de-
prived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have
immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which
‘belong to them as citizens of the United States.

. In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no

% smallamount of miS«__:onjgeption-z;_ misrepresentation, and ridicule ;
~ but we .:.-@s;};&;ll »q‘;se-ei‘('gry"%ﬁnsti:um.entali?ty'Within our power to
effect our object. We shall empl
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itures, and endeavor to
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RESOLUTIONS.

Whereas the great precept of nature is conceded to be, *‘ that man shall
pursue his own true and substantial happiness.”” Blackstone, in his Com-
mentaries, remarks, that this law of Nature being coeval with mankind,
and dictated by God himself, is of course superior in obligation to any
other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times;

55 v no human laws are of any validity if contrary to this, and such of them
{'" - as arevalid, derive all their force,-and all their validity, and all their—— — —— —

authority, mediately and immediately, from this original ; therefore,
Resolved, That such laws as conflict, in any way, with the true and
substantial happiness of woman, are contrary to the great precept of
nature, and of no va11d1ty, for this is ‘'‘superior in obligation to any
other 2
Resolved, That all laws which prevent woman from occupying such a
station in society as her conscience shall dictate, or which place her in
a ‘position inferior to that of man, are contrary to the great precept of
nature, and therefore of no force or authority.
R olved That woman 1s man’s equal—was mtended to be so by the
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lome as it is his, having the same sense of right

e

‘"‘d'}looking to the same Being for guidance and

b‘nghas man exercised tyranny over her, injuri-

f and benumbing to her faculties, that few can

e

‘to meet the storm ; and so long has the chain

er that she knows not there is a remedy. =
, civil and religious condition of woman ¢

within the limits of on




3 3

~that has the wise son. So long as your women are slaves yot :
) may throw your colleges and churches to the winds. You can’t
" have scholars and saints so long as your mothers are ground to
- powder between the upper and nether millstone of tyranny and
lust. How seldom, now, is a father’s pride gratified, his fond
 hopes realized, in the budding genius of his son. The wife is
degraded, made the mere creature of caprice, and the foolish son
~ is heaviness to his heart. Truly are the sins of the fathers vis-
- ited upon the children to the third and fourth generation. God,

~that any violence done at one end of the chain is felt throughout
its length, and here, too, is the law of restoration, as in woman
~all have fallen, so in her elevation shall the race be recreated.
~ ““Voices’’ were the visitors and advisers of Joan of Arc. Do
ﬁot ““voices’’ come to us daily from the haunts of poverty, sor- s
' row, degradation and despair, already too long unheeded. Now
is the time for the women of this country, if they would save our
free institutions, to defend the right, to buckle on the armor that
~can best resist the keenest weapons of the enemy—contempt
- and ridicule. The same religious enthusiasm that nerved Joan I
- of Arcto her work nerves us to ours. In every generation God T
- calls some men and women for the utterance of truth, a heroic
action, and our work to-dayis the fulfilling of what has long
~ since been foretold by the Prophet—Joel, 11, xxviii; ‘“‘And it
shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out ‘my spirit upon
: ﬂgsh and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy..”
dO‘ not expect our path W111 be strewn with the ﬂowers mﬁ‘
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