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VINDICATION OF, &C.

fed half of mankind; for is it not notorious that diffens
ters were, like women, fond of deliberating together,
and alking advice, of each other, till by a complica-
tion of little contrivances, fome little end was brought

about? A fimilar attention to preferve their reputation
was confpicuous in the diffenting and female world,
and was produced by a fimilar caufe.

Afferting the rights which women in common with
men ought to contend for, I have not attempted to ex-
tenuate their faults; but to prove them to be the na-
tural confequence of their education and ftation in fo-
ciety. If fo, it is reafonable that they will change their
character and correct their vices and follies, when they are
allowed to be free in a phyfical, moral, and civil fenfe*:

Let woman fhare the rights and fhe will emulate the
virtues of man; for the muft grow more perfect when
emancipated, or juftify the authority that chains fuch a

weak being to her duty.?If the latter, it will be ex-
pedient to open a frefh trade with Rufla for whips; a
prefent which a father fhould always make to his fon-
in-law on his wedding day, that a hufband may keep
his whole family in order by the fame means; and
without any violation of jultice reign, wielding this
Iceptre, fole mafter of his houfe, becaufe he is the only
being in it who has reafon:--the divine indefealible
earthly fovereignty breathed into man by the Malter
of the univerfe. Allowing this pofition, women have
not any inherent rights to claim, and by the fame rule,
their duties vanilh, for rights and duties are infeparable.

Be juft then, O ye men of underftanding ! and mark
not more feverely what women do amils, than the vicious
tricks of the horfe or the afs for whom ye provide pro-

vender?-and allow her the privileges of ignorance, to
whom ye deny the rights of reafon, or ye will be worfe
than Egyptian talk-mafters, expecting virtue where na-

ture has not given underftanding!
* I had further enlarged on the advantages wbich might reafonably be ex-

pected to refult from an improvement in female manners, towards the general
reformation of fociety; but it appeared to me that fuch reflections would more

properly clofe the laft volume.
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