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Once an angry man dragged his father along the ground throughhis own orchard.
"Stop I'' cried the groaning old man at last, "Stop !I did not drag my father beyond this tree.

It is hard living down the tempers we are born with. We all begin
well, for in our youth there is nothing we are more intolerant of than our
own sins writ large in others and we fight them fiercely in ourselves ; but
we grow old and we see that these our sins are of all sins the really harm-
less ones to own, nay that they give a charm to any character, and so ourstruggle with them dies away.

It has always seemed to me a rare privilege, this, of being an Amer-
ican, a real American, one whose tradition it has taken scarcely sixtyyears to creates

We need only realise our parents, remember our
grandparents and know ourselves and our history is complete.

The old people in a new world, the new people made out of the old,
that is the story that I mean to tell, for that is what really is and what I

Some of the fathers we must realise so that we can tell our story
really, were little boys then, and they came across the water with their
parents, the grandparents we need only just remember. Some of these
our fathers and our mothers, were not even made then, and the women,
the young mothers, our grandmothers we perhaps just have seen once,
carried these our fathers and our mothers into the new world inside them,
those women of the old world strong to bear them. Some looked very
weak and little women, but even these so weak and little, were strongalways, to bear many children.

These certain men and women, our grandfathers and grandmothers,
with their children born and unborn with them, some whose children
were gone ahead to prepare a home to give them ; all countries were full



P R I N T E D

B Y

M A U R I C E  D A R A N T I E R E

A T

D I J O N -  F R A N C E

M. CM. XXV





8 1 8 9


